Find out more
This Yearbook gives you a flavour of what we offer to
our students, but we know you probably have lots of
questions. Why not get to know us a little better?
Connect with us

Echoes
from our
World!
Have you walked in an empty corridor and
heard a distant echo from the past? Familiar
voices, names, questions and laughter
resonate in the halls of our school, long
after the last bell rings. ‘Resonance’, our
Yearbook, brings you the echoes of the
academic year 2017-18.

www.facebook.com/drsschool
www.youtube.com/c/DRSInternationalSchool/
www.twitter.com/drsschool
www.linkedin.com/company/drs-international-school
www.drsinternationalschoolblog.wordpress.com
Talk to us
If you have any queries you can’t find the answer
in our prospectus or online or you just want to talk
things through, you can always give our Team a call
on
+91 92461 78555
+91-40-23792123, 24, 25
Email us
For queries you can email
info@drsinternational.com
Go online
Check out our website www.drsinternational.com
for more information

Learn Lessons
for Life at
DRS International School!
DRS International School is a progressive school with a difference.
Established in 2003, the school has since its inception sought to be a
trailblazer in every way. With an active commitment to the pedagogy
of inquiry as well as the philosophy of internationalism, the school has a
transformative ethos that shapes every member of the school community
in enduring ways.

school and ensure that students make meaningful connections and find
opportunities to apply the concepts they explore independently. Every day
at DRS International School is full of the joy of discovery and growth.

The school offers students a wide range of platforms and opportunities to
nurture and showcase their talent. A spectrum of events and competitions
that range across Sports, the Performing Arts as well as the Literary Arts,
Students are at the heart of our learning community. The school’s draw out the best in our students. Whether it be archery, sculpture, digital
academic offerings and innovative programmes are planned to support designing or Zumba, or any other pursuit, DRS International School supports
and honour their voices and choices. Our faculty members receive the students in the development of their individual interests.
best of professional development opportunities to ensure that they are
equipped to design not just lessons, but powerful learning experiences As an international school, international mindedness is an integral part of
that are carefully personalized to meet the needs of every student. The the school ethos and its socio-cultural fabric. Students are encouraged
school recognizes that each student’s learning style and pace is distinct to actively seek out and celebrate differences and diversity in all its
manifestations and are moulded as global citizens who understand that
and structures instructional support accordingly.
interconnectedness is the essence of our learning community.
Learning spaces at DRS International School are designed to provoke
thought and stimulate discussions. Our classrooms invite students to learn
collaboratively by pooling their ideas and thoughts. Discussion, dialogue
and exploration are a vital part of every learning experience at the school.
Questions, prompts and provocations drive learning throughout the

Message from our
Chairman

Shri Dayanand Agarwal
A work ethic is one of the most vital and integral aspects of any individual’s life and extends
to every domain of our lives. When we perfect our work ethic through hard work, diligence
and mindful ownership, we begin to see the separation between work and life give away.

“Work is Life,
Life is Work.”

At the heart of a good life, is passion and dedication to work. It is worth considering whether
we live to work or whether we work to live. Actively seeking meaning and purpose in our
work, and aligning our individual objectives with that of the task at hand, transforms our
lives.
When these ideals sync, every action and effort we make becomes the living, breathing pulse
of the work that we do- its very sustenance. The repetitive and cyclical nature of work stops
becoming routine and boredom - it becomes the very essence of life, a healing and nurturing
force that breathes vitality and purposefulness to every step we take.
When work becomes life, and life becomes work, there is no task that is too hard or too low
or menial, there is no hierarchy in position or power- we understand that our daily tasks and
amount to the goals of our lives, and that nothing can be more fulfilling than the completion
of a day’s work.

Message from our
Director

Mr A K Agarwal
There is so much to explore and learn from the world around us. A truly international education
helps us realize that individuals around us, who think differently from us, have much to offer us.
When we open our mind to other possibilities and other ways of thinking, we learn to value the
opinions of those around us, and in the process learn from them.

“

there is much we can learn,
if we are

”

willing and curious.

Diverse cultures and places have much to offer us, in terms of new practices and approaches.
As students, teachers, parents and practitioners of learning, there is much we can learn, if we are
willing and curious.
This belief in open-mindedness and curiosity permeates our school culture and ethos. As a
school, we research and develop the best models of learning from around the world and translate
them into practices at DRS International School and our associate schools.
I invite all our students to stay curious, and to keep the spirit of learning from each other, alive.

Message from our
Director

Mr Sanjay Agarwal
A dream is a powerful driving force that can shape reality in innumerable ways. The power
of visualization is such that it has the creative force to create, to nurture and to build.

“unexpected

Ideas can take us to

”

places...

Risk-taking is a necessary element of visualization. Visualization demands thinkers to think
beyond the limits imposed by expectations, and push their creative boundaries to rise beyond
existing norms and practices. It can often be useful to test one’s ideas or conclusions, and
draw out their conclusions ahead of time. Doing so is often enhanced, when it is done with
a peer or collaborators.
Another crucial aspect of visualization is incubation. It is not just enough to have ideas and
dreams and to execute them- it is vital to give them time and space to incubate, breathe and
take shape. Ideas can take us to unexpected places, and we need to be open-minded to the
many ways in which inspiration can strike.
When we open up our dreams to other people and their ideas, to structures, feedback and
setbacks, they slowly start becoming real possibilities. I encourage each member of our
school community to use this academic year to not just visualize and dream, but to actively
work towards creating real possibilities!

Message from our
Principal

Dr Gaurav Muradia

“

We need to constantly
be on the look-out to add

meaning and depth...
to everything we do.

”

Innovation is fuelled by the power of possibilities. To be truly innovative, we have to be attuned to
the world around us and its needs. It takes creative courage and a leap of faith to identify these
possibilities and welcome breakthroughs. However, the real task at hand is always sustaining the
purpose and pace of innovation. Innovation, in isolation does not amount to much. When innovation
is shared in a learning community such as ours, it picks up momentum and gradually transforms into
a movement, and ultimately becomes part of the culture of the school over time.
Innovation is at the core of our school mission and vision, it is the reason why we are continually
on the quest for further excellence. Innovation is what drives DRS International School’s project of
constantly reinventing itself.
What does this project mean for each one of us? It means we need to be mindfully aware of the
spaces we inhabit, the people and the ideas we interact with on a daily basis- it means that as
facilitators, as students, and as parents, we need to constantly be on the look-out to add meaning
and depth, and purposeful improvement to everything we do.
As we conclude one innovative academic year, and step into the next, I earnestly hope every
member of our school community innovates in their own small way!

Editorial
Who created the ‘Resonance’? Through their active involvement and participation in the
school community and its events, every single member of the DRSIS family, is a creator
of this Yearbook.
‘Resonance’ has been a year in the making. These pages capture the buzz of everyday
activity, exploration and inquiry that is built into the fabric of the school.
Our student editors are the curators of this community- they have cherry-picked
the best of life at DRS International School in 2017-18 and curated them as a reading
experience for you. Our student editors don’t just write, they weave magic!
As you flip through these pages, we hope you hear your own voice resound and
resonate.

The Editorial & Creative Team

NEWSMAKERS
Every day at DRS International School is
different, exciting and full of opportunities to
accomplish something new!

With activities, projects and events carefully
planned and lined up for each month, it is little
wonder that the goings-on at DRSIS have an
impact in our wider community.

While each day at DRS International School is
newsworthy, many of our students, endeavours
and events have gone on to make the headlines!
Here’s a peek of our year in headlines…
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A Visit to
Remember
While our students are our greatest
ambassadors, this academic year saw the
announcement of Mr Vishwanathan Anand,
Chess Grandmaster and Former World
Champion as our brand ambassador.
Following the announcement, the legend
graced DRS International School.
Mr Anand’s visit to DRS International School,
saw him preside over the school’s morning
assembly, along with other stakeholders and
dignitaries. After launching the school’s
new logo and uniform, the chess legend
addressed the school community, sharing with
students his thoughts on lessons from chess
on how strength and integrity of character,
content, as well as individual competence, are
quintessential in acquiring knowledge.
Mr Anand inaugurated our school’s one of a
kind ‘live chess’ platform and sportingly played
a game of chess with the our students. He
also interacted closely with the student, staff
and parent communities, fondly recollecting
anecdotes from his school days. His inspiring
presence at the High Tea organized for
•
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representatives from DRS International School
and MDN Edify, was much appreciated.
Mr Anand’s visit saw him extend his support
to the school’s vision of creating a successful
and dynamic balance between curricular
and co-curricular aspects through constant
innovation and well-researched pedagogy.
Remarking on how openness was crucial to
innovation, Anand remarked, “The main thing
is to be willing to learn new ways of doing
things. The younger generation approaches
learning from a different perspective.”
Speaking at the event, Shri Dayanand
Agarwal, the Chairman of the DRS Group,
echoed this thought and quipped that, “Mr
Vishwanathan Anand’s association with DRS
International School and MDN Edify Education
heralds a new chapter in the group’s story of
success and growth and is promising of many
new directions to come in the group’s dream
of imparting quality education in an affordable
way to the masses.”

“

The main thing is to be willing to learn
new ways of doing things. The younger
generation approaches learning from a
different perspective.

”

- Mr Vishwanathan Anand
Chess Grandmaster

Bringing
Chess to Life!
The Grandmaster took chess to a whole new
level when he inaugurated our new live chess
platform! Our students watched on with
excitement and thrill, as they watched Mr
Vishwanathan Anand himself play the game live
with our students! Watching his mind at work,
as the chess pieces made their way to victory
was an unforgettable experience for our school
community!

Newsmakers•

21

•

22

Newsmakers

Yet another feather in our cap!
The journey of redefining excellence continues!
DRS International School received top honours
at the Times School Ranking 2017 Awards and
bagged the award for the Best International
Curriculum School in the north zone. The awards

were given away by GHMC Commissioner Mr of accolades, and has certainly inspired the school
Janardhan Reddy, and was received by our community to reach for even higher heights!
Principal Dr Gaurav Muradia, along with our
Deputy Head Boy and CCA Captain. The award
is the latest in DRS International School’s long list
Newsmakers•
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High-Fliers!
The fact that our students have consistently secured top
rankings in Olympiads and Spelling Bee Competitions
over the years speaks volumes about the excellence
DRSIS inspires them to strive for. This academic
year has also seen our students excel in Olympiads
conducted by the Silver Zone Foundation, National
Astronomy & Science Olympiads and the Science
Olympiad Foundation in subjects such as English,
Science, Maths, French, Hindi, Reasoning, besides
other Cyber Olympiads.
Shaan Rai of Grade VIII and Abhinav of Grade VI
secured the 8th and 15th rank respectively in the state
in the English Olympiad (Level 2), while Chanakya of
Grade VIII and Reena of Grade VI secured the 9th and
29th rank in the Science Olympiad (Level 2) respectively.
Shaan of Grade VIII also secured 1st rank at the class in
the French Olympiad (Level 1).
Our students’ performance in Spell Bee at the National
Level was equally, if not more impressive. Nidhi Reddy
Gangumalla of Grade V, Ramya Krishna Ethiraj of Grade
VII, Polisetty Mohit Krishnanjan of Grade VII performed
exceedingly well at Spell Bee International.

•
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Mr Rudolf Noronha
Vice Principal

This Yearbok contains stories of success, of achievement and of glory. And behind these
stories are untold stories of perseverance, hard work, determination, struggle and even
failures. But our students have been able to turn them into stories of success and triumph.
This brings me to an important trait that is increasingly missing from children and adults
– RESILIENCE. Our newspapers are littered with incidents that show that many students
are not able to cope with failures and even ‘anything less than the best’. We hear of
increasing suicides among the young for the same reason also for the reasons of inability
to cope with challenges, changes and disappointments.
Research has proved that resilience is an important trait for our young ones to grow
as healthy, adaptable and mature human beings. Resilience is the ability to overcome
obstacles, face disappointments, accept and learn from failure, cope with loss, adapt
to change. This is seen in the way our students go about their life both in school and
at home and society. It our responsibility as teachers and parents to ensure that our
children learn to face life in all its complexity. Shielding them from day-to-day struggles
will only make them completely dependent and unprepared to face the challenges of
the future. We need to understand that children need to experience and face life in
all its complexities and support them as best as we can. Our Innovative Programmes
equip our students to do precisely this, and to not just achieve, but to learn from both
achievements and setbacks alike.
The small successes this yearbook has documented are big ones for our students - they
have overcome much, and grown strong and resilent in the face of these challenges, they
have successfully met! here’s to the spirit of their resilience!

The Sky’s the
Limit!
Our students never cease to inspire us with
their stories of success and achievement!
Here are some glimpses of the innumerable
feats our students make us proud with!

Batting for
us All!
There’s nothing like learning from
the best! H. Rithwik attended special
training at Gary Kristen’s Cricket
Academy, in South Africa, from 16th to
20th October!

When Newsmakers
Meet!
The Times of India’s special ‘Newspaper in
Education’ held its yearly ‘News Makers Meet’
on the 16th of October, 2017 with the aim of
giving young, aspiring student journalists an
opportunity to collaborate and interact with
other Newsmakers of their age, as well as to
get inspired in a manner like no other.
Amisha Mohanty and Rhea Bogarapu,
of Grade IX, made the most of their day
at the Times NIE Newsmakers’ Meet
2017 organized at the Roots Collegium.

The chief guests present were Mr. Akun
Sabhrawal (IPS), Telangana; Mr. Sreenivas, the
Residential Editor of TOI and the chairman of
Roots Collegium.

“

I think it was an incredible opportunity
for us to portray our views, interact with
different kinds of people and share our views
with people all over India. The Meet was
an amazing and interesting experience to
collaborate and build camaraderie with other
student reporters of different schools.

”

Amisha Mohanty, IX
Newsmakers•
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Buzzer
Beaters!
A team of students from our school, was selected to participate
in ‘Junior NBA’, the world’s largest basketball clinic at the
Yousufguda Stadium on the 28th of July. The challenging clinic
was conducted by the legendary NBA Champion Kevin Durant
of Golden State Warriors. Our lucky students were part of the
world record set!

Ace-Skater!

Kavya J. Shah, an ace figure skater studying in Grade VIII
CIE at DRSIS represented Telangana at the Ice Skating
National Level Tournament which was held in Gurgaon
from 2nd October 2017 to 3rd October 2017. Competing
with the 134 final participants in the Solo-Artistic Figure
Skating Competition 2017, Kavya marvelously combined
her athleticism and skill for a memorable performance
and won a Silver medal! Kudos to Kavya!
•
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Speak Up!
Six of our students- Amisha (IX), Devina
(XI), Aravind (XI), Sakshi (XII), Aaron
(DP 1), Nischal (IX) made the most of their
participation at AISEC’s Youth Speak
Forum 2017, a seminar for young leaders
held on the 29th of October at BITS Pilani.
The seminar brought together both
inspirational speakers, and young thinktanks to form a vibrant and intellectually
diverse space for discussing global issues,
change and the Sustainable Development
Goals of the United Nations.
The forum saw our students engage with
a wide spectrum of inspiring ideas and
enjoy interactive talks that motivated
them to tap into their leadership skills to
make a lasting impact on the world they
live in.
Newsmakers•
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Finding our
Inner Balance!
DRSIS joined practitioners of Yoga around the world in celebration
International Yoga Day on June 21st. Our students joined their fellow
house-members and house-mentors to celebrate the special day
as part of the House Meet. From mindful meditation to practising
some of the basic asanas, students and facilitators alike took time
out of their day to channelise their inner peace and find their calm.
The celebrations saw the school community discuss, reflect on and
experience the magic of Yoga first-hand!
The Yoga programme at our school is designed to promote not just
the overall health of our students, but also to enhance their emotional
and social well-being. The programme incorporates instruction and
support in a wide range of carefully designed modules for different
asanas including standing, sitting and lying down postures, Yoga for a
Strong Spine, Yoga for Mindfulness, Yoga for Flexibity etc. Modules
on meditation also help our students strengthen their mind-body
connect beautifully.

Ms Pinky Agarwal
Director

What does it mean to be authentic? Authenticity refers to the integrity of the
alignment between one’s self- one’s core beliefs- and one’s actions. When there
is a gap between beliefs and actions, there arises scope for inner conflict and
turbulence.
How does one achieve this alignment? It is only possible by constantly revisiting
one’s core values and mindfully observing and reflecting on one’s practices. It
means gathering moral courage to determine choices that truly mirror one’s
self. This implies being able to draw lines, to say ‘no’ firmly when the lines blur.
It means being able to question and examine one’s own thought patterns and
actions. It is to be who one is, irrespective of whether one is alone, or with a
crowd. It means to courageously, and confidently be oneself. It takes immense
strength and firm belief in one’s principles to achieve this.
Being authentic often calls for tough choices, and striking a balance without
compromising on one’s integrity. It means being deeply and consciously aware
of one’s ability to make choices and not being in denial by making ourselves feel
helpless.
This is what our IB action cycle invites each one of us to do- choose, reflect and
act consciously!

•
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Championing The
Sportive Spirit
Excellence in DRSIS goes beyond the classroom- it exists in every
realm of the school. The sports field is where we witness some of
the greatest achievements of our students. Several of our students
have gone on to bag championships & top honours at tournaments at
district, state and national level!

Shaan Rai

Kavya Jayesh

• All India FIDE medallist, Secured
1st place in Hyderabad Open Fide
Rating Chess Tournment.
• Placed 1st position in 3rd BRDCA
International FIDE rating, 1st
Charminar All India FIDE rating &
2nd KTBS Fide

• Represented Telangana state in the 14th
National Figure Skating Championship held
at Delhi, Won 2nd Position in Figure Skating
–Solo.
• Showcased Roller Skating Performance at
the Indo-Korea Cultural Melange
• Won Silver Medal in the Artistic Skating
Competition conducted by the GHMC,
Telangana state.

Amreen Khan
• Qualified and Participated in the World
Roller Skating Games 2017 held at
China from 27.08.17 and 10.09.2017
• Won 2 Gold medals in CBSE nationals
Held at Amritsar
• Won 4 Gold medals in Hyderabad
District Roller Skating Championship

Newsmakers•
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Nayan Agarwal

Shruti Kimtee

Tanush Amaram

• Won Bronze medal in the SGFI
state level competition.
• Won 1 Gold , 1 Siver and 1
Bronze in the SGFI District
level competition

• All India FIDE medallist.
• Won gold medal each in TTPWA
Inter District Chess, KSRCSA
Inter District Chess GCA Inter
District Tournaments.

• Won Two Golds in National Inter School Karate
Championship
• Won Gold Medal in 9th National Kung –fu, Karate &
Taekwondo
• Won Gold Medal in State Inter-school Karate.
• Won two Gold Medals in 20th National Open Martial
Arts Championship - 17

“

Assessments at DRS helps both students
and teachers reflect on their learning
journeys. Each assessment is an opportunity
to grow and learn more.

•
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Reha Bogarapu

Giridhar Gupta

• Won two Gold Medals in 9th National Kung –fu,
Karate Taekwondo.
• Won gold Medal in 20th National Open Martial
Arts Championship – 17
• Won gold Medal in National Level Sports
Karate Championship -2017

• Won Gold Medal in the State level
Gymnastics Championship Held
by SGFI
• Won 2 Gold Medals and 2 Bronze
Medals in District level Gymnastics
Championship Held by SGFI

Newsmakers

”

Ms Saritha Rao,
Examination Incharge

Learn, Unlearn
Learning & Teaching are at the core around which all of the
schools’ activities and endeavours revolve around. While our
faculty is constantly on the look-out for ways to strengthen
and add on to their tool-kit of practices and approaches
to learning to teaching, our students are their biggest
inspiration. Faculty Development Programmes, training and
workshops greatly add to their repertoire of skills and help
them revisit their understanding of the changing landscapes
of knowledge and education. Our students, on the other
hand, learn actively through inquiry, collaboration, discussion,
research and projects that elevate their explorations to
memorable learning experiences.

“

Faculty Development Programmes make sure
that as facilitators, we are constantly finding new
ways to make our classrooms more inspiring.

”

Mr Ramkinkar Sharma,
Facilitator

Learn, Unlearn•
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A Vast Network of
Learners!
DRSIS is a part of several extensive
networks for faculty development &
training! A look at the external workshops
our facilitators attended this year...

Ms Aarthi and Ms Preeti, from our ICT Department attended the Apple Leadership
Event, held at The Trident, Hyderabad. Teachers and Vice Principals from around
130 schools across India also participated in the cyber conference.
•
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Our Vice Principal, Mr Rudolf Noronha & Ms Abha Hanspal, DP
Coordinator, attended the IB Asia Pacific Regional Workshop
for DP Administrators & Coordinators, held in Bangalore.

“

The capacity to learn is a gift
The ability to learn is a skill
The willingness to learn is a choice.

”

- Brian Herbert

One of our school librarians, Ms Geetalatha and Ms Ankitha Bhandari,
our PYP ICT facilitator attended workshops in Aga Khan Academy on
integrating the use of the Library and ICT, respectively.

Ms Abha and Ms Anuradha attended the Institute of Counsellor
Training Research and Consultancy’s Regional Summit on Guidance
and Counselling based Education.
Learn, Unlearn•
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A workshop on Metacognition and Effective Classroom Talk,
organized by Cambridge Assessment International Education in
Bangalore, was attended by Ms Anuradha Bharadwaj.

Ms Jyothi Sreenivasan and Ms Geetalatha attended a workshop on
Story-telling Activities conducted by the Oxford University Press.

Ms Ranjitha attended an IB Category 2 Math HL Workshop held at
Oberoi International School, Mumbai.

Ms Parvathi, Ms Gurupyari and Ms Mathangi attended briefing
workshops conducted by the British Council for International Schools
Award.

Learn, Unlearn

In-house
Training
Around the year sessions
and workshops keep our
facilitators in-touch with
best practices in their
curriculum.

Faculty Development Programmes

Our facilitators attend week-long learning retreats in school several times
a year to hone and reflect on their teaching practices:

Our facilitators across Wings at DRSIS, got off to a great start for the new academic year with a Faculty Development Programme session that
saw plenty of collaboration, brainstorming and thinking out of the box!
Learn, Unlearn•
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Workshop Fever
Here at DRS, we believe that professional development for our facilitators has the
power to drive all learning in the school. Ms Annabelle Villamarin and Ms Sangeeta
Pratti, both IB Workshop Leaders from the Asia-Pacific region, conducted workshops
on the 8th and 9th of September, 2017 for our IB PYP Facilitators on ‘Concept-based
Learning’ and ‘Making the PYP Happen’, respectively. These workshops were an
excellent opportunity for our facilitators, to revisit their knowledge of the written, taught
and assessed curricula in PYP. Both homeroom facilitators and specialist teachers made
the most of the workshop.
The workshop by Ms Villamarin, centered around tapping the power of concepts to
drive inquiries, and conceptual understanding through a variety of exercises and learning
engagements to stimulate the facilitators. The workshop by Ms Pratti, on the other
hand, focussed on revisiting the foundational elements and nuances of the curriculum
in a hands-on manner.With the workshop fever catching on, there’s little doubt that
these two wokshops will transform learning in our classrooms in a big way!

•
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We are
Collaborators!
Whether it be faculty or
students, DRS International
School has a strong culture of
collaboration!

Collaborating without boundaries!
Collaboration often happens across grade-levels, because
our students understand that diverse perspectives and
experiences enrich learning. Here is a gllimpse of our PYP
inquirers collaborating with their seniors from the IBDP!
Collaborating with our IB Family!
Ms Ritika, our PYP Coordinator, attended the Hyderabad PYP Heads & Coordinators’ Meet held
at the Gaudium on 6th April, 2018. The meet saw school leaders from across the Hyderabad
network of IB schools come together to discuss their reflections on authorisation and evaluation
visits, upcoming events & conferences, as well as the calendar of events and activities of the
network for the coming year!

7 heads are better than one!
Our IB PYP students put their heads together
to brainstorm and pool their ideas and skills
for the IB PYP Exhibition 2017-2018!
Learn, Unlearn•
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When Students
Lead Learning!
At DRS International School, we believe
that learning is the process of making
meaning. Students don’t just participate
in their learning here, they actively lead
learning!

Student-Led Conferences!
Our IB PYP students from across the International
Kindergarten and Grades I to IV eagerly
demonstrated their learning throughout the year
at the Student Led Conference. Proud parents
were amazed to see their young thinkers and
communicators confidently demonstrate their
learning from their inquiries and showcase the
development of their transdisciplinary skills.
Through presenting their portfolios, using handson learning engagements, sharing their personal
projects, as well as display boards that captured
their journeys through the Units of Inquiry in the
year, the students actively made connections
to their learning by taking action. Parents gave
the students their feedback, and together, the
learning community reflected on the progress
made.
•
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“

I can say with confidence that the Student Led
Conference at DRSIS gives a platform for the
children to assess themselves. They develop a great
sense of responsibility and ownership in the process.

- Ms Jyothi Srinivasan,
IB PYP Facilitator, International Kindergarten

”

A Cup of
Learning!
The Coffee Morning held by the PYP Wing
was an excellent opportunity for parents to
come along and join their children on their
learning adventures! Students presented
what they explored throughout the inquiry
through displays, role plays, puppet shows,
PPTs and shared group activities that
added zing to the day. The UOIs presented,
ranged on themes such as ‘Homes’, ‘Rights
and Responsiblities’, ‘Human Body’, ‘Tribes’
etc. A rubric helped parents assess their
children’s understanding. They also shared
their personal experiences and gave
feedback to the students. The concept
of Coffee Morning was appreciated by
students and their proud parents alike!

The Spirit
of Inquiry!
The International Kindergarten organized an ‘End of
Unit Exhibition’ to showcase and share with parents
the students’ inquiries and give them insights into
their learning journeys.
The IK 1, 2 & 3 students presented their projects
and creative reflections on the transdisciplinary
themes- ‘Sharing the Planet’, ‘Where We are in
Place and Time’ and ‘How the World Works’.
Visiting parents and guests enjoyed going through
the portfolios of the children and encouraged the
students by engaging them in conversations about
the inquiry.
Learn, Unlearn•
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100 Days
of IK!
Our tiny-tots celebrated their 100th day of school by having a
blast learning, counting and demonstrating their newly acquired
knowledge of numbers and quantities up to 100. On the 100th day,
they were given multiple tasks and action-packed assignments for
joyful learning.
The kindergarteners of IK 1 hopped on the number ‘100’ and created
coloured crowns to proclaim themselves a ‘100 days smarter’! The
IK 2 students coloured the number 100 to work on fine motor skills
while also learning number concepts. The IK 3 student stuck popsicle
sticks and made bundles of tens to make 100 besides doing skip
counting by tens to highlight the big day!
This was a great way for the children to work creatively with their
classmates and celebrate the milestone in a special way!

•
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Ms Sunita Agarwal
Director

At DRS International School, we greatly value the power of reflection. Reflection
is a key part of the learning and teaching process here and holds a central place
in all our classrooms. Reflection adds value to learning at every stage- whether it
includes planning by our teachers ahead of the learning process, reflection during
the transaction process itself, and reflection after the transaction has come to an
end, to gauge its effectiveness. Reflection here, is a collaborative process, in which
everyone involved in learning, participates together.
I think there’s a lot one can learn from the reflection we do in our classrooms. When
we reflect, we open up our minds to other possibilities, we deeply dwell on ‘Why?’
and we find ways to make things better than they are. If each one of us similarly
makes an attempt to consciously reflect on the things we say and do everyday, we
can make our conversations, our actions, and in turn, our lives more meaningful.
Reflection adds depth and insight, and gives us the perspective we need to enrich
our inner lives.

The World is our
Playground!
As an IB school, we believe that a child’s
learning environment is the third teacher.
Our little ones learn from the real world...

Our tiny-tots of IK 1 inquired about manners & etiquettes, selfmanagement skills & social skills in a visit to Thinespo!

Our IK 2 students visited Chowmahalla Palace to explore how families
lived in the past & to observe ‘past modes of transportation’...

Our risk-takers of IK II & III saw the ‘Running Traffic’ Model & learnt
about traffic rules, signs & symbols at the Begumpet Fire Station.
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Our enthusiastic explorers of IK 1 had a great time observing plants of
different types up-close at the Gromor Plant Nursery!

Our curious IK 2 & 3 students interacted with Fire Fighters to
understand about the purpose of fire engines.
•
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Our thinkers of IK 3 explored the Solar System in a visit to the Birla
Planetarium where they learnt about the planets and more!

We are Inquirers!

Our learning spaces in the PYP extend
well beyond the walls of the classroom and
embrace the world in all its complexities…

Our internationally minded Grade 1 students went on a trip to ‘Buddha
Vihar’ in Mahendra hills & ‘Puri Jagganath’ Temple in Banjara Hills.

Our Grade 3 students inquired about countries and their special
features on a field trip to the Salar Jung Museum.

Our caring Grade IV students explored ways of recycling, using
recycling machines to save energy & recycle paper at Wings Paper
& Board Mills.
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Our curious students of Grade-V went on a field trip to Microsun
Bioplant as a part of their UOI on, ‘technology continues to evolve and
influence our lives’.

Our Grade V students visited the Dinosaurium at the Birla Planetarium
to find out how humans have an impact on the universe!
•

44

Learn, Unlearn

Grade V students visited the Meterological Department to inquire &
learn about their services as well as how they study climate.

Hands-on
Learning!
Our CBSE students develop their problemsolving skills by developing solutions for
real-world problems and puzzles...

Grade IX students of DRSIS, gained hands on experience with Animal
Husbandry & Dairy Farming by visiting Masqati Dairy Farm.

Our students of Grades VII & VIII ventured out to the Golconda Fort
for a field trip into the past!

Our CBSE & CIE students of Grades VI-VIII had a fun-filled day at Organo
Farms. They experienced the joys of life on the farm, up-close!
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Our Grade IX students investigated how water pollution can affect
communities in a field trip to Shamirpet Lake!

Our members of the Cuisine Club visited Swagath Grand to learn
about hospitality and watch the culinary process unfold!
•
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Students of Grade- 9 visited ‘Telangana Sports School’, Hyderabad
and explored sports arenas and indigenous games!

Creativity, Activity, Service
The spirit of Creativity, Activity & Service is embodied by each of our IB
Diploma Programme students who undertake a two-year long CAS journey
full of challenging experiences and insights...
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Community Connect

Facing Fears!

Our IBDP-1 students gave service new meaning
when they visited the Government school,
Dhulapally on 21st August, 2017 as a part of their
CAS programme, where they made a presentation
on ‘Awareness of Seasonal Diseases’. Our students
were also involved in tutoring Grade V students
about drawing and inspired them to draw pictures
on the theme ‘Environment Protection’. They even
taught origami in a session with the kids. Additionally,
they conducted Kho-Kho and Kabbadi games
for these kids and did their share of community
service by serving lunch during the mid-day meal
programme.

CAS experiences provide students opportunities for collaboration,
self-determination, accomplishment and enjoyment. Our students
of the IBDP had one such thrilling CAS experience on their trek at
Khajaguda Hills.
The four hour trek, that was part of the ‘Activity’ strand, was literally
a breath of fresh air. It challenged our students into facing their fears
and pushing their endurance and stamina levels. First, students were
allowed to climb to a small height. This helped build confidence and
trust in each other. Each step ahead generated further energy and zeal.
Slipping and falling and then trying again helped boost confidence in
their own abilities and as well as helped them conquer their fear of
getting hurt.
The trek cemented students’ confidence in their skills and abilities,
Our helped
members
of affirm
the Cuisine
Club visited of
Swagath
Grand toaslearn
and
them
their identification
their strengths
well
about
hospitality
and
watch
the
culinary
process
unfold!
as areas for growth. A trek to remember, indeed!
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Students of Grade- 9 visited ‘Telangana Sports School’, Hyderabad
and explored sports arenas and indigenous games!

Pinktober!
On the 8th of October 2017, our IBDP 1 & 2 students, helped bolster support and create awareness
about the prevention of Breast Cancer by actively taking part in the ninth edition of the Pink Ribbon Walk
held at KBR Park, Hyderabad.
This campaign helped our students realize the urgency for the call to action in response to the issue at
hand and helped them demonstrate their commitment to staunchly supporting causes with potential for
large-scale impact.
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Write Right!
To observe ‘Global Ethics Day’, our students of IBDP-1 led a campaign to bring about awareness about ‘Contract Cheating’ in the wider school
community. Contract Cheating is basically a form of academic dishonesty.
The students of IBDP-1 brought to light the consequences of Contract Cheating and how it is morally incorrect to ‘choose’ to do something that
violates academic integrity and honesty, as Contract Cheating undermines the integrity and credibility of the entire educational system over time.
This CAS activity is sure to go a long way in making an impact in the school’s academic culture!
•
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Question it All!
A day of student-critical exploration, questions
and collaboration made TOK Day Celebrations
in our IBDP Wing uniquely stimulating and
challenging! ‘Game of Realities’, a play,
‘Spectrum’, a gallery walk and a film screening
added meaningful engagement to the day!
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Theory of Knowledge Day
Theory of Knowledge invites our DP learners to critically explore ‘how we know what we know’, as part of
the Core, to make transdisciplinary connections. Lively discussions, powerful presentations and collaborative
and written explorations make this a uniquely engaging aspect of life as a Diploma Programme Student. TOK
Day celebrated this unique course with a range of collaboratively planned and student led activities.
TOK day began with ‘Spectrum’, a gallery walk which invited viewers to challenge their assumptions of
what art is and where the boundaries of art lie. The Gallery Walk was followed by ‘Game of Realities’, a
collaboratively scripted and directed play by the students that explored the illusions that both reality and
virtual reality blurs in the gaming world. The play was a modern day adaptation of Plato’s famous Analogy of
the Cave. The students’ performance demonstrated their depth of understanding of the classic riddle- how
do we know the world we live in is real?
Finally, the day came to an end with the screening of the cult film ‘Inception’, which is also based on the
same Analogy. The students watched the film with a new-found appreciation of its nuances and left with
more questions than they came with. The day certainly succeeded in deepening the school community’s
understanding of TOK as a core subject and piqued their interest to pursue its questions further!

•
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The World
Comes Calling…
Universities from around the globe
flock to DRS International School,
giving our students new avenues
to pursue their higher education.
University Visits equip our students
with key information about the
admissions process, eligibility criteria,
fee structures, scholarship prospects
etc that support them in making
smart and informed choices for ‘What
Next?’
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“

During 12th grade, the most stressful year for any student, juggling university applications with my
regular academics was not easy. From guiding me with my application essays, to scheduling university
visits with my priority university, our counsellor made my path to higher education become clear. Thanks
to all the guidance and support, I am now moving on to a highly reputable university!

Sanam Kumar,
Grade XII

”

Discover, Determine, Decide! Parents of our Grade X students at an interactive
career guidance session conducted by Mr Jindal of Lodestar.

A member of the Student Assist Team from KIC UnivAssist counselling our
students on study prospects in the US!
•
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A delegate from Newcastle University interacting with
our senior school students about eligibility criteria!

Reaching
Out
Over the past academic year, our counselling
services have extensively provided support
and assistance to our student community
on various fronts and have equipped them
to cope with a multitude of challenges…

Individual
Counselling
There has been a drastic change in the way counseling is seen at in the
school now and has been made effective. Students have approached
the counselors upfront, to talk about their issues – both personal and
academic.The issues have ranged from exam stress, to how to resolve
interpersonal and intrapersonal issues. Psychometric assessments
(David Battery of Differential Abilities – DBDA) were conducted to
gauge the individual abilities of our senior school students.
Discussions about the results have facilitated understanding of each
child’s ability, with regard to his/her interest in the subject and the
parental expectations as well. Parents have been equally supportive in
terms of understanding the various opportunities their child can avail
of, with regard to choosing the appropriate curriculum and university
to pursue higher studies.
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Group Counselling
The introduction of group counseling in the regular curriculum this academic year has been
successful, after it was initiated with the objective of maximizing the impact on the student
community. The major focus of group counselling this year has been to build a strong foundation
in students’ understanding of and responses to various situations.
Students, in their pre-adolescent and adolescent years, go through intense psychological
changes. Sessions on understanding and dealing with the relationship issues helped them to
develop positive and healthy relationships and prioritize them with academics.
Other sessions on anger management, developing a healthy self esteem, modules on netiquettes,
as well as an anti-addiction drive were the highlights of the year, and went a long way in
empowering our students to face challenges of all kinds.

Career Counselling
The career counselling programme at DRS International School has steered our senior school
students through their career goals and has assisted them through difficult career and higher
education choices. The main goal of conducting the career counseling sessions was to only
educate the students about various colleges and universities around the world, but also to
help them focus on the minute details of the eligibility criteria and academics.The students
have been oriented with regard to the importance of their academic performance from grade
IX onwards. Resume making, setting goals and to-do lists have been practiced individually as
well as in groups over the course of the year. Lastly, to become a ‘perfect fit’ for universities,
sessions on Core Values too were conducted on the values of Team Work, Communication
Skills, Dedication & Passion, and Critical Thinking. This will aid in laying a basic foundation of
them striving towards their holistic development. Our students of grade XII, have been admitted
to the universities and colleges of their first preference. The University and Career Counseling
Cell at DRSIS has illustrious list of placements in universities like University of Manchester,
University of Leeds, Birmingham City University, Pennsylvania State University, University of
Cincinnati, University of Edinburgh, University of East London, to name a few.
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We are
Thinkers!

The IB PYP Exhibition is a celebration of student agency and ownership of their learning! Students
collaborate with each other to develop the lines of inquiry and investigate them together. The
Exhibition is in many ways, a celebration of learning!
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Showcasing
learning!

“

The IB PYP places the learner at the centre of
everything we do as a school. Our students’
inquiries are a reflection of their natural curiosity
about the world.

The school community truly enjoyed
the experience of thinking aloud about
technology and added more meaning and
depth to the exhibition by interacting keenly
with our students.

To celebrate the culmination of their IB PYP learning journeys, our Grade V
students presented their exploration of the theme ‘How The World Works’ through
the Exhibition held today! The students proudly presented the projects, models,
displays and posters they have collaboratively created to explore the central idea
‘Human Intelligence and Technology continue to evolve and influence our lives’.
The students made their exploration of the central idea visible, and embodied the
attributes of the IB Learner Profile as well as the Approaches to Learning as they
explained their findings and conclusions of each of the lines of inquiry. The vibrant
exhibits and 3 D installations drew curious parents and interested peers alike from
across the school.
The students insightfully explored the evolution of technology, its role in our daily
lives and the spectrum of its scope in relation to their learning in Personal, Social &
Physical Education, as well as Music, Visual & Performing Arts, besides Mathematics
and the Languages through their performances as well as their demonstrations.
•
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”

Ms Florence,
IB PYP Facilitator

University
Admissions Cell
Over the years, students from DRS International School have gone
on to secure admissions in top universities world-wide. A new
University Admissions Cell has been established in the school this
academic year to expand our students’ educational horizons.
Navigating a maze of universities, courses and eligibility criteria on
one’s own can be an overwhelming prospect, especially given the
wide range of choices that exist globally today.
The University Admissions Cell assists our students in making the
right choices in narrowing down on the best course and the best
university, from around universities across the globe, that best fit
their aptitude, interests and career paths. The Cell also guides our
students through every step of the applications process and provides
assistance for securing letters of recommendation, drafting their
Statement of Purpose, providing transcripts and predicted grades
etc.
The cell is led by the Head of International Relations & University
Placements as well as two University Admissions Counsellors.

Mr Karthik Reddy,
Overseas Admissions Advisor

IC3

Shaping Futures!
Ms Aarfa Abbani, our Career Counsellor
and Dr Muradia, our Principal, attended the
International Career & College Counseling
Conference (IC3) on the 29th, 30th and 31st
of August. The conference was a confluence
of 167 university delegates and nearly 352
high school delegates including counselors,
teachers, and school principals. The conference
included panels on study abroad options
and eligibility, applications review processes,
holistic development, the rising prospects of
Liberal Arts and so on, besides University &
High School Exhibits. Ms Abbani was also
recognized as one of the top three nominees
amongst all the applications for the ‘Emerging
Counselor Award’ at the Awards Ceremony
that concluded the conference. Without
doubt, this stimulating conference is sure to
take our Career Counselling programme to
the next level!
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Ms Abha Hanspal
IB DP Coordinator

“

There’s a warmth, friendliness and open-mindedness
that is special to the students and teachers of this
school that is hard to find elsewhere.

”

Mr Daniel,
Expat Facilitator

An entire year has gone by, trying to seek perfection. I now realize that I may not
have become perfect, but when I see the students in front of me, I know some
things need no perfection. It’s been a pleasure to see the young learners grow
and transform with these challenges. We are proud of the opportunities we have
offered to our students and will continue to do so to ensure all our students reach
their goals. These goals are defined to celebrate each child’s unique strength and
talent. The success of the students is the culmination of a beautiful partnership
between the parents and the school community. You as parents have played a
pivotal role in making our initiatives stronger and worth it. We encourage you
to be part of the DRSIS tradition of excellence, so that each one of us can take
pride in being part of this great institution.
A cohort of committed teachers and staff who are working dedicatedly towards
not only achieving academic success for our students but also making them
intellectual, caring and open minded. I thank all the teachers who have worked
tirelessly to reflect and change and thenagain reflect, to ensure we remain ahead
of times.

I am grateful for the year gone by, and I look forward to a new journey full of
opportunities and lifelong learning.

•
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Celebrate
The Year in Events &
Celebrations
The spirit of celebration pervades everything at
DRS International School and yet celebrations
as such are an integral part part of the
academic year. The process of planning for
each event is as educational and as the final
event itself. Our students gain vital skills and
develop their confidence in themselves with
every practice and collaboration.
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Adding Colour to
Colour
Colour speaks volumes, especially in
the International Kindergarten, where
our children think with colour and live in
colour. Small wonder then, that colours
are celebrated in a big way by them. The
‘Colour of the Month’ celebrations by
the kindergarteners added sparkle and
vibrancy to the academic year 2017-18.
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A World of
Flavour
Our internationally minded IB PYP students
understand that food is a universal
experience that unites people across the
boundaries of nationalities and sparks joy.

“

Food is Our Common Ground,
a Universal Experience.

”

- James Beard
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Everyone indulged their taste buds with delicious food, live music, good company and vibes at the IB PYP International Food Festival held on the 28th
of October, 2017. Our PYP students had the opportunity to carefully prepare and creatively present a variety of exotic cuisines from different countries
such as India, China, Sweden, Kenya, Brazil, Thailand, Mexico, Italy, Australia and many more besides dressing up for the event with the native costumes
of the country represented by them!
The International Food Festival has been a firm favourite in DRSIS, ever since it has been introduced. It is a unique platform to celebrate the school’s
ethos of internationalism as well as an excellent opportunity for everyone, especially our students, to savour a slice of authentic cultures from around
the world and explore them through the medium of food.
•
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A Day of Love!
Grandparents play a vital role in the life of every child. DRSIS took time to felicitate and honour the grandparents of our students and celebrate
these bonds that transcend generations in a fun way!
It was a special day for all those who attended the programme and witnessed the several heart warming moments that our caring students of
Grades IK to V strove hard through practise to perfect. With song & dance, nukkad natika’s and even a flash mob, our creative students made their
grandparents feel warm and loved. The fun games and group activities organized for the grandparents were a wonderful way of increasing overall
family and community involvement, encouraging greater understanding across generations, building closer bonds between them, affirming the value
of children and older adults, and giving them a platform to spend some quality time together.
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A Family Like
No Other!
Parent Involvement Activities invite our
parent community to experience for
themselves a slice of life at DRSIS, while
spending quality time with their kids!

Our PYP Parent Community of students studying in Grades
III-V had a gala time with their kids in school! The Parent
Involvement Activity, was truly ‘hands-on’, with activities
that were creative and collaborative like papier mache, clay
modelling, fun games and power-packed performances.
There was a touch of the whimsical in the air, with the
ambience featuring both aquatic and monsoon elements. The
event encouraged the parents to let down their inhibitions and
participate alongside their kids with child-like enthusiasm.
From energetic dances, song recitals and even a skit, the
‘Showstopper’ event was quite a hit with everyone.
The ‘Make a Wish’ Tree was truly the centre of attraction,
and inspired participants to send out their wishes out in to
the world, together. The quirky Photobooth also drew a lot
of visitors and gave them a souvenir to remember the day
by. The event is sure to be remembered for some time to
come.
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“

DRS International School is home to many
cultures and many ways of looking at the world.
It’s great to see children learning from cultures
other than their own!

Ms Soumya,
Parent Relationship Manager
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”

Down the Memory Lane!
DRSIS celebrated its Founders’ Day by taking a trip down the memory lane. The day
was made special by an inspiring speech by our founder and CMD, Sri Dayanand
Agarwal Ji who traced the school’s humble beginnings down to a determination to
defy all odds!
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A classical dance to invoke the blessings of the Almighty for the years to come.

The celebrations also saw the release of the School Yearbook & Newsletter!

“

The level of care and fairness the
school shows its support staff is great.
At DRSIS, we feel that our service and
loyalty is recognized and valued.

”

Mr Sudhakar,
House-Keeping
Supervisor
The school also honoured the memory of one of our founding visionaries, Mr Gulab Ramachandani.
•
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Going
Paperless!
Magic happened when our PYP community
decided to celebrate Paperless Weekstudents and facilitators equally enjoyed
challenging themselves to go paperless...

The students of the Primary Years Programme
observed ‘Paperless Week’ from the 17th of
April, with the week culminating with Earth
Day Celebrations. The week was flagged
off with a special assembly about the need
to conserve our ecological resources, and
how students could make a difference by
minimizing their use of paper.
Teachers and students swapped worksheets
for challenging and meaningful hands-on
activities. Muhavres were explored through
on-screen images while sentence-making in
English got an interesting twist with videos.
Students also reflected their understanding
of roman numerals through matchsticks,
while some others reinterpreted Jungle Book
through face-masks.
The ‘Paperless Week’ encouraged teachers to
redesign and plan their methods of instruction
and learning engagements creatively and
got students to collaborate digitally as well.
Our ‘balanced’ students thoroughly enjoyed
the learning experiences teachers designed
for them, and were glad to do their bit to make
the planet greener! The ‘Paperless Week’
certainly created a lasting impact on the way
we use and think about paper in the school,
with students strengthening their resolve to
go green!
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A Call to Save our
Past

DRS International School joined the world
in celebrating our heritage and created
awareness about the need to preserve it!

DRSIS celebrated ‘World Heritage Day’ on the
18th of April in a grand way! The Assembly was
particularly eventful with musical and dance
presentations by the students of X C who creatively
put up posters of various heritage sites in India.
The students also payed tribute to the Taj Mahal
by enacting a short yet entertaining skit on how
the monument’s heritage and historical value has
much to do with Shah Jahan making it in the loving
memory of his wife Noor Jahan.
The assembly gave a clear message to the students
present about the need to appreciate, preserve,
maintain and protect our heritage sites in line with
the UNESCO directives that mark the significance
of this day.
•
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Taking a Stand
All children are born free but not all children
enjoy the same opportunities, privileges,
rights and protection. Our students took
a firm stand against the practice of Child
Labour on the World Day Against Child
Labour.

“

Our students write, speak and
dream in different languages! With
every language we learn, we also
learn new ways of thinking!

”

Ms Kuljinder Kaur,
Facilitator
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June 12 marked the observance of World Day
against Child Labour at DRSIS. Our school had,
over the weeks, been a part of a worldwide
bid to create awareness to eradicate this social
practice. Continuing the discussion initiated by
the talk given by Ms Muhuri & Ms Uma from
CRY (Child Rights & You), the special assembly
in the secondary wing affirmed the message
that each one of us can make a difference,
by highlighting the plight of children around
the world who are exploited and forced to
work under inhumane conditions through a
powerful skit and an emotional dance-drama
performance set to the tune of ‘Taare Zameen
Par’. The special assembly, led by Grade IX, also
explored the theme of the month ‘Inspiration’,
connecting it to both Nature and Music.
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Crafting our Way
to Perfection!
The students of the IB Primary Years Programme celebrated the Art
& Craft Week with a host of activities happening both inside the class
as well as outside! From papier mache prototypes to little wonders
with paint & paper, the week was certainly a happening one!

“

Children create and innovate best when
their creativity and imagination is trusted and
allowed to flow freely.

”

Mr Dilip Kumar
Facilitator
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Making a
Difference!
The students of Grade IX made a powerful statement with the stand they took against
Drug & Substance Abuse in the special assembly held to mark the International Day
against Drug Abuse! With an entertaining yet immensely relevant skit, the students made
the message of ‘Saying No to Drugs’ one that had a deep impact.
With an original script and some power-packed performances from the students, the
story of an adolescent experimenting recreationally with drugs became a compelling
warning against the dangers of addiction and its lasting effects. The skit showed how
peer pressure and an inability to say no firmly could lead to drastic consequences for
one’s health, career and happiness.
Our school psychologists spoke at length about the nature of addiction, and how habits
can become dependancy. The assembly was both informative and enlightening.
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“

Our students’ imagination and creativity never
fails to amaze us. The way they perceive the
world around them is truly unique.

”

Ms Sumi Gohain,
Facilitator
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Taking the
Lead!

“

Children need our time and understanding.
They do their best when they feel they are
cared for and supported.

”

Ms Anita Almeida,
IB PYP Facilitator
The newly appointed members of the student-council pledged to
serve the school and make a difference with their leadership, in the
Investiture Ceremony held on 15th July, 2017.
The ceremony began on an auspicious note with an invocation dance
and a prayer song. The event saw our guests of honour and school
management reiterate how leadership isn’t necessarily about the role
or a title, but the ability to lead work towards a goal, and encouraged
the student body at large to grow as leaders.
Members of the management, the guests of the day and members
of the parent community graced the occasion. The solemn occasion
saw the chief guest and the guests of honour felicitate the student
council members and award them their badges. Our Principal
administered the oath ‘There are many eyes upon me’ to the students.
Subsequently, the chief guest congratulated the student council and
encouraged them to develop their leadership abilities.
The event concluded with a symbolically meaningful plantation
ceremony in which all the guests planted saplings to bless the school
and the students.

•
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When Each
Person Counts…
The World Population Day was observed by the
special assembly held in the Secondary Wing.
The assembly was well-researched, with a
poster-display and an interactive quiz breaking
down the causes of World Population issues in
an informative way…
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A Tribute to
Teachers!
Teachers’ Day at DRSIS was an eventful day, full
of joy and excitement. The students of the senior
wing not only held dances dedicated to their
teachers, which had everyone on their feet, the
students also sang lilting tunes which the audience
sang along to. Following these magnificent
performances, the senior boys of the residential
block showcased their talent through a comical
drama which had everyone laughing away.
The Staff versus Students Cricket and Throwball
matches that followed were a treat to watch.
The students were, no doubt, surprised by their
teachers’ sportsmanship and athletic skills. The
matches, special lunch and the informal get
together organized for teachers that followed,
were thoroughly enjoyed by all.
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Mind Over
Matter!
The secondary wing of DRS International School organised a special
assembly to observe ‘World Mental
Health Day’. Our students presented
a skit based on instances of routine
classroom behavior, and portrayed
how it affects an individual besides
demonstrating ways to tackle them.
As part of observing the day, a poster-display highlighted the difference
between poor and healthy mental
well-being & shed light on ways to
maintain psychological, social and
emotional well-being.
The display also featured a week-long
series of tasks for the whole-school
to mark Mental Health Week. These
‘Tasks for the Day’ included simple
challenges such as appreciating,
thanking and relating to people, that
definitely went a long way in making a
positive difference to the school culture in the long run.
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United Nations Day
DRS International School celebrated United Nations Day in its true
spirit. A poster-speech presentation about its inception, importance,
influence and impact on the whole world helped students understand
the significance of the UN and its activities.

The United Nations plays a significant role in helping foster international
co-operation and order. To celebrate its significance and understand its
function on this special day, our students organized a special assembly
that traced the origins and impact of the UNO. The assembly also
helped the students understand the significance of the emblem
of the UN flag such as the two olive branches and its official colors.
They eloquently spoke about pressing global issues as well as raised
awareness of how the UNO works with the help of its member-bodies
to solve economic, social, cultural, humanitarian and international
problems through its global community programmes, campaigns,
Sustainable Development Goals and Millenium Development Goals etc.
Following this, a mini Q&A session was conducted to enrich our students’
general knowledge of this organization. Furthermore, our Principal
shared his thoughts to commemorate the importance of this day by
referring to the ‘Achievements of the United Nations Organisation’.
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A Day Of
Pride
DRSIS celebrated the inspiring
achievements of our country as
well as our students by jointly
celebrating Independence Day and
Proclamation Day!

“

DRS International School has a way of transforming
students and facilitators alike in enduring ways. The
power of the school to create change is nothing short of
amazing!

”

Mr Rajendra Prasad,
Facilitator

Students from across the school were honoured and felicitated for their
excellence in various fields. From their extraordinary proficiency in english,
to their genius at math and their achievements in sports or in character, the
Proclamation Day was a true celebration of the best qualities our students
possess. Students made their parents and teachers equally proud through
Our Principal welcomed the directors and other dignitiaries, our parent their achievements, with many students bagging multiple awards and
community and student body and stressed the importance of taking stock recognitions.
of our values and ethics, and our legacy on this day, through sharing the
Our CMD, Shri Dayanand Agarwal Ji, reflecting on the history of our country,
inspiring and thought-provoking story of Dr Alfred Nobel.
spoke about our freedom fighters such as Pandit Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi,
Our students set the tone for the program with the recital of the patriotic Subhash Chandra Bose etc. as well as the legacy left behind by many of
poems which described the valour of our freedom fighters and also the nation’s best. He urged the new generation to value the freedom we
paid homage to the efforts of the numerous freedom fighters of India. have secured after the sacrifice and struggle of those before and to live
lives that consciously and responsibly excersised that freedom.
The highlight of the program was the cultural performances by our students
to show devotion towards our country, in which the students performed for
patriotic songs that evoked pride and nostalgia, and struck a chord with
the audience.
On 15 August 2017, DRSIS, celebrated Independence day and Proclamation
Day together with a spirit befitting the occasion. Various patriotic
performances, poems, pratigyas, the distribution of awards and the unfurling
of the tri-color made the day special.
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World
Immunization Day
We marked World Immunization Day
with speeches & an interactive quiz
that highlighted the need for preventive
health care measures!

Our students observed World Immunization
Day by bringing to light the importance of
immunization through vaccinations as well as
getting timely vaccinations against common and
often fatal, vaccine preventable diseases. The
assembly also was rich in information about the
stories behind the inventions of vaccines, the
discoveries of preventable diseases as well as the
adoption of immunization programs that routinely
save the lives of many through preventive health
care. The work of the World Health Organization,
as well as the reach of the UNICEF Goals etc
were also shared with the student community. A
fun interactive quiz was conducted on vaccines
& their immunity, along with some challenging
riddles!
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Going
Green!
DRSIS celebrated Earth Day with a
Special Assembly that included Balloon
Stamping, Poster Displays, the planting
of two saplings and a special Earth Day
Pledge. The students also spoke at
length about the importance and history
of celebrating Earth Day!

On 22nd April, we joined the worldwide
community of more than 193 countries
to demonstrate support for the cause of
environmental protection.
Our students organized activities such as
planting trees and shared poster displays that
highlighted the environmental and climate
literacy. The assembly collectively pledged their
commitment to the cause of conserving and
protecting the planet and its natural resources
to the best of their abilities. The message the
assembly conveyed was ‘Let’s make every
day the Earth day. Let’s treasure it and do not
destroy it’.
•
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A World of Difference!
400 participants, 30 schools, 1 mission.
There’s nothing like a Model United Nations
Conference to foster deep reflection and
international mindedness. DRS International School
hosted its 5th Model United Nations Conference,
the DRSMUN2K17 from the 4th to the 6th of August,
2017, at the school’s campus. A highly anticipated
event in the student community of Hyderabad,
the conference saw nearly 400 participants from
across 30 schools in attendance.

The school has associated previously with the
United Nations Information Center for India &
Bhutan (UNIC) to make the conference as realistic
a simulation as possible of actual proceedings. The
three-day student-event began with an opening
ceremony, inaugurated by Dr Soumya Mishra (IPS),
the Inspector General of Police (Welfare) and the
Directors of the school, who also released the
delegate Hand-book of the conference.

“

The world is going
through both processes
of destruction and
construction for peace.
Do not sit and watch. The
choice is yours to be an
active peace maker.

”

Ms Janet Fanian,
President, DRSMUN2K17
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DRSMUN2K17 was a great opportunity for students to discuss global
issues, develop a culture of collaboration, prepare for their role as global
citizens besides acting as a platform to develop their leadership and social
skills. Overall, the delegates and other dignitaries enjoyed a lively and
eventful conference with agenda giving way to heated discussions in every
committee. Delegates reasoned passionately and it was evident that they
were not just articulate but also quite well-informed about their stands.
The eight committees and panels at the conference had agenda that ranged
from current global concerns such as Information Security, the situation in
the Middle-East, to the rights of humanitarian workers in conflict areas.
The committees saw intense and stimulating discussions over the three
days that gave students hands-on experience of discussing, caucusing,
drafting, deliberating and voting on resolutions. DRSMUN2K17 was also a
call to action, with the DRSMUN2K17 President, Ms Janet Fanian urging the
students to make the choice to be active peace-makers.
The processes of mediation, arbitration, conciliation and negotiation
unfolded over the course of the MUN, making for an amazing learning
curve for many delegates. First-timers in particular were challenged into
engaging in sustained debate, making them emerge stronger from the
experience.
DRSMUN2K17 succeeded in encouraging participants to transcend the
scope of an MUN as a mere academic exercise and to perceive it as an
invitation to begin taking action.The conference was an excellent platform
for participants to find and befriend peers as passionate and driven as
themselves, about justice, dialogue and international affairs that also honed
their abilitities to evaluate critically, articulate confidently and effect change,
whilst still remaining open to and respectful of differences.
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DRSMUN2K17 drew to a close on the
evening of the 6th with a bang! Day Three
of the conference was an exciting one,
with seven of the eight committees coming
to consensus about their resolutions. Ms
Neelima Dwivedi, Vice President of Public
Policy, Government Affairs & Sustainablity,
PepsciCo India, the Chief Guest, along
with the school’s Director, Mr A K Agarwal,
and the other dignitaries present, gave
away the awards to the participants at the
closing ceremony on the evening of the 6th.

the best reporter, the school also recognized
delegates for High Commendation, Special
Mention & Verbal Mention in the conference.
Committee
Chairpersons
and
Vicechairpersons were also applauded for their
expertise and for steering the committees ably.
Principal Dr Gaurav Muradia encouraged
the participants to translate their passion
into action when he said that ‘the real work
begins when the conference has ended…’

With DRSMUN2K17 grabbing the limelight in
Besides awarding the best delegates from MUN circles this year, the school’s MUN next
each committee, the best photo-journalist and year promises to be bigger and better.
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DRSIS celebrates
R-Day!
DRS International School, celebrated the nation’s 69th Republic
Day with a difference. To observe the day that our constitution
was formally adopted, the school community creatively took up
the day as an opportunity to adopt ‘personal constitutions’ for
themselves.
A solemn and impressive flag-hoisting ceremony was followed by
patriotic songs, a ‘tri-colour’ dance performance as well a unique
tableau that showcased the journey of India as a nation and its hardwon struggle for independence through an exciting combination of
contemporary dance and mime. The tableau was a tribute to the spirit
of our freedom fighters and their beautiful legacy.
The school also marked the day by honouring its employees who had
completed 5 years and 10 years of service successfully with mementos
and cash awards. Particularly noteworthy was the school’s move to
recognize and felicitate members of the support staff. Sports coaches
were also felicitated for the role they played in bringing laurels to the
school.
The day also saw the announcement of the final tallies for InterHouse competitions held in the cultural, sports and literary categories.
Newton House stole the limelight by emerging the Overall Winner
for the academic year 2017-18 while Da Vinci House emerged the
Runners-up. The awards ceremony was a fitting end to the year’s
fiercely competitive Inter-House events.
•
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Celebrating
the spirit of
Childhood!
Joy, innocence & play- nothing perhaps
captures the spirit of being child, like celebration.
This year’s Children’s Day was a fun-filled
extravaganza with faculty members going the
extra mile to give children a day to remember!
Dance, mime and musical performances by
our teachers were the highlight of the first
part of the Fiesta. The eventful day had our
student make the most of the fun carnival-like
atmosphere and revel in the food, fun & games
stalls set up for their enjoyment. Photobooths,
one minute challenges, fishing experiments
and stalls serving warm and delicious savoury
snacks and desserts, ensured that our students
had plenty to choose from. To cap off the
celebrations, a DJ got all the students moving
to popular numbers!
The celebrations were made meaningful by
an outreach initiative by our Grade V students
of the IB PYP, who, as a part of taking action
in their ongoing inquiry, invited and hosted a
group of children from an Orphanage to make
sure that they too had an amazing day!
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Blessed for Life!
While hard work and dedication goes a long
way in determining one’s eventual success, it
is no secret that the blessings of our mentors
and some divine luck can boost confidence
and motivate us to do our best. On the 10th
of February, the school organized a Blessing
Ceremony for our outgoing batches of Grade
X and XII students, just ahead of their final
examinations.
An auspicious and solemn day, the event began

by invoking the blessings of the almighty, with
our facilitators taking the lead with a prayer
to the Goddess of Learning. The students of
Grade X and XII fondly reminisced about their
school days and shared how the school had
been instrumental in transforming them into
the young men and women they were today.
Little tokens of appreciation and mementos
gave the outgoing batches a little something to
remember their time spent at school, a symbol

of their growth and learning here. After the
students were blessed by their facilitators, and
were assured of the school’s best wishes, a few
facilitators and Heads addressed the students
to give them some final words of advice about
the importance of being meticulous, selforganized and self-driven. The event came to
an end with the students earnestly promising to
keep in touch with each other and the school
for life.
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Showers of Blessings
The end of the academic year for our IBDP
students, also witnessed our IBDP 1 students
organize a Blessing Ceremony for the batch
of 2016-18. The event had the twin objective
of giving the students the blessings of
their facilitators and parents ahead of their
examinations, as well as sharing a module to
prepare them to tackle the nuances of testtaking.
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The DP parent community joined the facilitators
in addressing the DP 2 students, and giving
them tidbits of motivation and inspiration to
tackle the challenges ahead of them, besides
giving them practical advice on how to
succeed. The event also saw many facilitators
and parents take to the stage to recollect their
experiences with guiding and mentoring this
tenacious batch of students over the course of
the two years of their Diploma Programme.

From a Bagatelle by Beethoven, candles of hope,
to heartfelt speeches and a video message of
luck from their seniors themselves, the DP 2
students were inspired and given courage and
confidence through the event. The DP students
thanked everyone in attendance and credited
their success stories to the support given to
them by the school and their family & friends.

Con GRAD ulations!
After two years of hard work, our
students of IBDP-2 made it to the final
stretch. At the Graduation Ceremony,
our students’ family and faculty gathered
to applaud their work.
The ceremony began with processional
music that signified the arrival of our
faculty. The Principal addressed the
parents and congratulated students
for their hard work and urged them to

shoulder the responsibilities to come
with strength and initiative. Our DP 2
students were then felicitated with
awards and scrolls of honour.

about the importance of one’s roots
in stepping out into the world with
confidence and the attributes of the IB
Learner Profile. The ceremony ended
with students from DP 2 taking to the
The ceremony also saw our DP 1 dais to thank the school
students honour their seniors with community and their families for
magazines they had put together for standing by them through the IBDP
them to treasure their memories. The journey.
IBDP Coordinator and the DP Faculty
present also spoke to the students
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A Magical Evening!
Our IBDP 2 Students made memories for a lifetime
at Prom 2K18! The evening was collaboratively
planned and organized by DP 1, who saw to it that
their seniors had an unforgettable experience.

Fun games and activities like Pyramid, a round of
‘dares’, ‘Guess Who?’, had students and teachers
alike have a good time. Our DP 2 students were
also felicitated with awards that recognized their
eccentric and unique qualities. Some stand-up
Themed ‘Paris Night’, the event saw our DP 2 comedy by the DP 1’s also made for some good
students look back at the two years of the Diploma laughs.
Programme and take stock of the experience and
their memories. A video tribute by the DP 1 students The other highlights of the evening included the
was nostalgic and took our DP 2 students back in crowning of the Prom King & Queen, the photobooth,
time to their best moments at DRS International the open dance & dinner as well as the atmosphere
of camaraderie and belonging.
School.
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An Organic Tale
What’s good for the environment is good for the soul! DRSIS believes
children learn best when they learn experientially. The School, recently
took up composting as a joint initiative by our student community as
part of their Value Education Programme and CAS Programmes.
Over a period of four months, our students have undertaken the process
of composting the kitchen waste and dry leaves in-house, in a completely
organic manner to create organic vermi-compost. The students worked
collaboratively for the planning process, from deciding the location of
the cubicle, setting up collection and segregation points for the diffferent
types of organic waste from different sources including the kitchen, the
lawns and gardens etc. The students also facilitated the inclusion of coir,
earthworms and cow-dung to speed up the decomposition process.
They were actively involved in the layering and mixing stages for the
creation of the compost, and ensured the compost was mixed and
aerated every week diligently.Taking ownership of the process, they also
brainstormed to find organic solutions for the challenges they facedsuch as the arrival of the red ants. The students ensured the composting
process continued uninterrupted by using coffee grounds and natural
repellants such as turmeric.
After the process of composting was complete and produced a good
yield, our students filtered, bagged, sealed and labelled the compost for
distribution and sale during the Open-House Meet held recently.As the
proceeds from the sales of compost were being given to charity, our
parent community as well as our faculty supported the students’ cause
by purchasing the organic compost in generous amounts.
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International Video Conference

Changing the
World!

Our students participated in a
video conference on Climate
Change with Del Valle High
School in Texas, USA. The
video conference acted as a
bridge between the Indian and
American students to discuss
the need for ‘Urgent Action for
Climate Change’.
As ‘Climate Change’ is
related to the 13th goal of the
United Nations Sustainable
Development
Goals,
the
students discussed the issue
with urgency and passion.
Our students dedicated the
month of November to the issue
with awareness and activities
conducted in relation to this
campaign & conference.
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Underlining
Safety!
They say prevention is better than cure! Our
school has the safety and well-being of our
community high on its priority list and is
constantly finding ways to put measures in place
to ensure it. As one such initiative, the school,
as part of its larger safety and disaster-readiness
programme, conducted an emergency exit drill to
check our whole-school readiness in the event
of a disaster or fire. With a defined objective to
create awareness about evacuation and safety
protocols, the drill helped bolster preparedness.
After the hooter was sounded, our student and
staff community evacuated the building and
reported with their teachers to the designated
assembly points within a record 150 seconds.
Despite the fact that the drill was a surprise, no
individual panicked and there were no injuries
or accidents. The evacuation was followed by
announcements, fire and first-aid demonstrations
etc. Our Chief Security Officer explained the
different types of fires and the extinguishers to
be used for the same. The rescue demonstration,
as well as the demonstration for checking the
vital signs helped students understand the need
for quick reflexes and preparedness.
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“

DRS International School is
a great place to work in. You
always feel like you are a part of
a family. This is my 14th year in the
school.

”

Mr K. Ravi Kumar,
Security Supervisor

th

15

Celebrations

4 Days | 800+ Participants | Immeasurable Talent

Sports
Music
Athletics Drama
Dance

Yoga
Archery Sculpture

Art
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The school formally flagged off the 15th Annual Celebrations with an Opening
Ceremony that set in motion the Sports Fiesta 2017, a culmination of sporting
events held at the school throughout the year.
The ceremony was graced by Mr Arun Kumar, IPS, who declared the meet open
after the symbolic torch run. Also in attendance at the event, was Shri Dayanand
Agarwal, the Chairman of the DRS group and other members of the management.
The Flag Hoisting Ceremony was solemn and sombre, and the release of the balloons
signified the commencement of the final round of competitions.
The orchestra set the mood for the day, followed by the the march past, a show of
strength, as each of the houses wore their pride on their sleeves and marched to
showcase their unity. The whole school pledged to participate in the true spirit of
sportsmanship in the oath administered by the school’s Sports Captain.
Much anticipated, the Sports Fiesta was a celebration of the students’ athletic
skills and sportsmanship, with the four Houses, Tesla, Newton, Galileo and Da Vinci
battling it out in the sports field. The first day of the fiesta saw students compete in
various athletic and sporting events.
One of the main highlights of the Opening Ceremony was ‘Splash’, a musical staged
by the students of the International Kindergarten and Grades 1 & 2. The show was
a whirlwind of song, dance and hilarity.
•
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What happens when curiosity meets an
impossible puzzle? ‘Splash’ was a playful
exploration of this idea. An adaptation of
the Belafonte classic, ‘There’s a hole in the
bucket!’, this musical was full of joy and
colour.
Brought alive by our tiny tots of the
kindergarten and Grades 1 & 2, the plot
followed the adventures of young Henry and
Eliza as they teamed up to find a solution
to a leaky bucket. Creative and comical in
equal measure, the musical communicated
that while thinking out of the ‘bucket’ is
commendable and even fun, sometimes the
easiest solutions are right under our noses.
While Eliza was full of ideas, Henry wasn’t quite
an independent thinker and always looked to
her for answers. His trysts with the Wishywashy Washer Woman, Baker and Farmer
taught him not just about fixing his bucket
but larger lessons about life itself. Henry’s
slow transformation into an independent
thinker is what the play ultimately portrayed.
Colourful costumes, adorable dance moves
and magical props made this musical by our
little ones an unforgettable one!
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“

Our students build not
just fitness and stamina,
but strength of character
out here on the sport’s
field.

”

“

Our whole-school participation
policy meant that every
student got an opportunity to
prove themselves in sports or
athletic events of their choice.

Mr Umesh Raj K,
Swimming Coach

”

Day Two of the Sports Meet was an exciting one with students giving their best out on the
sports field. Their training, endurance and stamina was put to test as the four Houses faced-off
each other in various events during the course of the day.
Our whole-school participation policy meant that every student got an opportunity to prove
themselves in sports or athletic events of their choice. Students competed with each other in
athletics, skating, basketball, throwball and cricket in various groups and categories.
Several of the matches and events had exciting and close finishes, with onlookers watching with
bated breath. Each of the four houses cheered on their participants who performed their best in
each of the competitions.
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This year Divergence brought our guests cutting-edge contemporary art from the edges
of the creative world. The gallery featured thought-provoking installations, sculptures, and
paintings that were imprinted by DRS International School’s distinctive style. Each of these
works, in their own ways, pushed not just the boundaries of what is possible to create, but
also the boundaries of what is possible for the mind to imagine and conceive, making the
name ‘Divergence’ truly fitting.
Each work of art in ‘Divergence’ this year, was an experiment with not just thought, but
form and medium. While some installations were marvels of reused styrofoam, others were
bits of magic put together with papier mache, waste-wood, pipes and scrap metal. There
was a conscious attempt made to ‘upcycle’ materials found around and to creatively craft
them into stories with shapes.
The paintings featured in Divergence were a blend of soothing water-colours and vibrant
abstracts. Nature and geometrical motifs were recurring themes. The colours were tastefully
balanced and the brushwork was skillful.
Infused with depth and meaning in equal measure, the installations and paintings spoke
for themselves, directly to the viewers. Each of these pieces were an opportunity for our
guests to savour the richness of art that was unbound by rules, an invitation to step inside
and be transported to a fluid, creative space where anything was possible.
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“

At DRS International School, we
believe that every child is an artist.

”

Mr Sudhakar Boppudi,
Facilitator

•

110

Celebrate

The Red Carpet
As the evening began, the school opened it gates to
our invitees who were welcomed by the Live Band.
The Live Band delighted guests and set the ambience
for the event with live renditions of popular and retro
tunes alike.
The red carpet also saw the Student Press take on
an active role in capturing the buzz at the event by
quizzing guests on their thoughts and take on the
evening. Quite a few parents and VIPs generously
shared their excitement and offered soundbytes on
the show lined up.

Celebrate•

111

Mr Bharath Kumar
Sports Coordinator

“

DRS International School is home to many
cultures and many ways of looking at the world.
It’s great to see children learning from cultures
other than their own!

”

Ms Mariam,
Expat Facilitator

Plenty of parents are uneasy seeing their kids sitting on the couch playing video
games, games on their mobile phones instead of playing sports and socializing
the way they did during their own childhoods. Sport is non-separable activity
of every living being on this planet. Every activity of a living being is sport, if a
person philosophized and handled the mode of senses. ‘Sports’ are all forms of
physical activity that contribute to physical fitness, mental well-being and social
interaction These include play, recreation, organized casual or competitive sport,
and indigenous sports or games. Play, especially among children, is any physical
activity that is fun and participatory.
At DRSIS, Sport provides a forum to learn skills such as discipline, confidence
and leadership and it teaches core principles such as tolerance, co-operation and
respect. Sport teaches the value of effort and how to manage victory, as well as
defeat. The skills our students learn through play, physical education and sport
are foundational to their holistic development.
When we unite as parents and teachers in our efforts to encourage our children
to participate and develop themselves through sports, anything is possible!
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The
Invocation
The cultural extravaganza began by
invoking the blessings of the almighty
with a splendid and graceful classical
dance. Exquisitely choreographed and
rich in symbolism, the invocation dance
was an auspicious beginning to the
evening.
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Yoga & Zumba
Steal The Show
The Yoga showcase began with the classical Surya Namaskar,
followed by an array of different Yoga Asanas expertly
demonstrated by the students such as Padmasana, Sarvangasana,
Karnapidasana, Halasana, Natarajasana, Rajajapotsasana and so on.
The asanas performed truly showcased the flexibility, dedication
and hard work our students had put into their training!
The Zumba sequence, meanwhile, was based on reggaeton moves
that were mixed with some international flavours such as pop and
jazz for some extra oomph! The synchrony and ease with which
our students performed wowed the audience for sure.
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Karate Kids Take
The Spotlight
Our Karate Kids put the stage on fire by demonstrating a series of
basic and advance katas and drills, some even with weapons such
as nunchaku’s and ‘swords’. The sequences of offense and defence
moves as well as their combat stances our students displayed were
noteworthy in their skill and rigour and was a treat to watch.
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Our Archers
Find Their Mark
Our archers made the school proud
with an impressive display. While
many in the audience marvelled at
the students’ form and stance, as
arrows flew from their bows, the
wow factor was truly the young
ones’ shooting technique and the
ease with which they found their
targets on-stage!

•

116

Celebrate

An Ode to
Music
With perfect sync, our orchestra
and choir dazzled the audience.
While the orchestra played tunes
such as old favourites like Rasputin
by Boney M, Hasta Manana by
ABBA and ‘Chak De’, the choir
sang, ‘On Top of the World’.
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‘Mindscape’

- A Year In Review
’Mindscape’, the school’s annual report was a
retrospective of the school’s journey over the last
academic year, and celebrated its achievements by
taking the guests through its most memorable events
and activities.

Mr Satish Kumar
Admin Manager

As a school, our committed Team of the teaching and non-teaching professionals
are determined to do their level best for their end users and customers that is, our
students. The team provides parental care and concern to each individual child
for their overall growth. Our facilities and educational system is designed in such
a way that the children they learn their subject along with high standard of moral
and ethical values.
Since its inception the DRS has an extremely balanced focus on meeting the
academic, social, and emotional Needs of our learners. DRSIS has created an
environment which allows each student to thrive and realize their great potential
of learning. In these learning processes, parents have important role to play by
extending their support to the child and teachers.
I wish our student, staff and parent communities the very best in this shared
learning journey and hope that DRSIS continues to achieve greater heights.
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Felicitations!
The evening also saw the school
recognize the best and the brightest
with the prestigious Edi-awards, as well
as awards for student achievers, which
were given away by the distinguished
guests of honour. Student recipients
included academic toppers as well
as students who had won accolades
at the national & international level in
various sports and games.
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‘Salaam Jaadugar’, a whole school dance-drama
production, revolving around the life of the
hockey legend Dhyan Chand, was the highlight
of the evening.
Set in the 1930’s, when British Colonial and
Fascists forces were in power, ‘Salaam Jaadugar’
poignantly explored the power of sports and
games in transcending the narrow limits of race,
nation and divisive politics.
Through mime and beautifully choreographed
dances from across the world, the production by
our students thrilled the audience by mirroring
Chand’s journey through the world of sport.
A series of dances and performative sequences
took centre-stage as the story of Chand’s life
unravelled. Dances such as the Berlin Dance, the
dances by the British, Italian, Japanese and Berlin
contingents stole the show, even as the ‘Moon
Dance’ transported the audience into a magical
world.
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Grand Finale
The entire student community at DRS International School came together in an impressive display of strength, unity and synergy for the Grand Finale of
the Closing Ceremony of the school’s 15th Annual Celebrations. With perfect sync and order, of movement, energy and spirit, the collective performance
was the DRS International School’s philosophy of collaboration in action. Each individual student demonstrated how they play a vital and integral role in
the school community at large and contribute to the school culture with their individual abilities.
An awe-inspiring show, the Grand Finale symbolized the spirit of internationalism in sports, and how sports can help transcend divides across the world.
An extraordinary platform for showcasing the students’ skills, talent and ability to work together, the Grand Finale captured the school spirit and was an
apt and fitting end to the three day cultural extravaganza that marked the school’s Annual Celebrations.
•
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“

Our students inspire us to keep
learning. They are the real driving force
behind the school.

Ms Madhura Vani,
Facilitator

”

Club Connect
Clubs are at the heart of creative energy in DRSIS! Every
Club-Meet is a hive of activity, in which students collaborate
to innovate and inspire! Ideas collide and converge to create
beauty at our Club-Meets. Each club caters to a distinct
creative pursuit, ensuring there’s something for everyone.
Here’s a glimpse of each club’s projects of the year…
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The Design &
Technology
Club
When Design & Technology combine, the
creative energy that results is unstoppable.
This year has seen the Design & Technology
Club push the limits of possibilities of
designing with technology with a host
of both classic as well as new tools and
software:

A Closer Look

Odds & Ends!

Students opened and explored the CPU Cabinet
and investigated internal hardware!

Club Meets have also seen members installing &
uninstalling software, creating drives etc.

Designing Happiness

Tiny Tales

What can be more fun than creating greeting The tool ‘Story Jumper’ was used by the students
cards and brochures with Publisher?
to create small and creative stories.

Pow-wow!

Dreaming in HTML

Students explored how to use Powtoon to
create animated pictorial presentation and short
videos!

Our students used HTML Dreamweaver to create
HTML websites, inserting tables and images.

Hear, Here!
Our students tried their hand at editing and
mixing audio files with the software ‘Audacity’.
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Movie-Makers!
Our innovators experimented with Movie Maker
to create small movies by inserting images, audio
and video files.

DRSIS
Community &
Humane Club
Community outreach and involvement are
integral to growth of our students. The
DRSIS Community & Humane Club had
a busy year making a difference with a
host of outreach visits, guest lectures and
student-led initiatives.

Reaching Out Right!

Answering the CRY!

Our students were privileged to interact with and An inspiring talk by the representatives of the
contribute to the lives of children at the Forum CRY Foundation motivated our students to take
for Street Children with their donations!
action against child labour…

Our students learned about
animal welfare at the Blue Cross
Hyderabad

Blue Cross Buddies!
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“

The DRSIS Community and Humane
Club helps students grow as individuals
and gain an insight into the lives of others
and actively encourages them to be
more compassionate and responsible as
citizens.

”

Ms Pavani Kompella, DRSIS
Community and Humane Club

Crafting for a Good Cause!

Food for the Soul!

Our students crafted pen stands, masks, tiaras, An interaction with representatives from the
table mats, bangles and more for the fundraiser Akshaya Patra Foundation inspired our students
at the Children’s Day Fiesta!
to donate 50 kgs Dal to the foundation’s famous
‘Dal Campaign!
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“

The Literary
Club

The activities helped the students to display their
intellectual and independent thinking skills and imbibe
a sense of confidence. They could communicate and
present their ideas creatively and artistically.

Ms K Parvathi, Literary Club

”

The Literary Club is home to the
wordsmiths of our school. From identifying
and perfecting their writing style, to finding
their ‘voices’, the Literary Club helped
students articulate their thoughts and
ideas in innovative ways this year.

“

”

Words create Worlds…
- Pierre du Plessis

Learning from the Best!

Judging by the Cover!

Taking Shape

The book covers our students designed spoke Shape poems gave a fun spin to spinning poems
volumes about their love for reading…
in the Literary Club.

Ad-ding On

Spoken Words

Our students explored classics as well some of Our students gave a fun spin to Mad-Ads when Poems took on new depth and meaning at a
the best work of the best of writers!
they decided to act out advertisements…
recital held by the Literary Club…
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The Interact
Club
The Interact Club, the youth wing of the
Rotary International, is in its second innings
at DRS International School. Since the
Installation Ceremony of its office bearers
and directors in October, the Club has
striven to make its presence felt through
various service outreach activities in the
local community & beyond this year:

Taking Ownership
Regular Cleanliness Campaigns
were conducted in the Residential
Wing on Saturdays by our Interact
Club Members.

•
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Saving Energy
The Club worked for the conduction
of surveys, an awareness campaign
and measures taken for the
conservation of energy within the
school.

Sharing Warmth

Collecting Hope

Our students undertook fund- A Newspaper Collection Campaign
raising, purchase and distribution of was initiated to raise funds for
woollen blankets to the Orphanage underprivileged children
‘Chinnari’ and ‘Home for the Live
Convicts’ at the peak of the winter
season in December.

The Visual
Arts Club
The Visual Arts Club is where colour
and vibrancy meets craftsmanship and
skill. In this academic year, the club has
encouraged students to explore new ways
of creating:

Paper Dreams

Mask Mania

Divergence

With intricate folds and expert creases, our Our students made colourful paper masks to From in-house papier-mache to giving bronze
students mastered the art of Origami!
celebrate their multiple identities...
finishing to sculptures, the Visual Arts Club was
the creative-think tank behind Divergence...

Sticky Business

The Key to Everything

Handy Stands

Clay-Play

The members of the club decided to get creative The Club literally threaded together key-chains Full Bloom
in a challenging project...
with popsicle sticks!
The Club members made 3-D Flowers to give
freshness a new twist!
Jute thread was combined with creative thinking Our students skillfully breathed life into clay Bagging It
sculptures with a wide set of tools.
to make amazing pen-stands!
The Visuals Arts Club also made paper-bags to
explore more sustainable gifting and packaging
Framed
Tie & Dye
options.
The Club encouraged its members to experiment Giving batik and tie-dye a new twist, the club let
with hand-made photo-frames...
colours speak for themselves.
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The MUN
Club
The Literary Club is home to the
wordsmiths of our school. From identifying
and perfecting their writing style, to finding
their ‘voices’, the Literary Club helped
students articulate their thoughts and
ideas in innovative ways this year:

MUN Speak

Drafting Right

Networking

Through activities, the members of the club The members of the club learned the nuances The club participated in video conferences on
became well versed with the vocabulary and of writing position paper, resolution paper and global issues such as ‘Climate Change’ and ‘Food
terminology used by the MUN.
amendments.
Security’ with 6 international schools across the
world.

Watch & Learn!

Bigger Platforms
By watching & discussing videos, the club Country Focus
familiarized itself with the flow of debate and Students learned how to dig deep and research They participated in inter-college and inter-school
countries and their features.
MUN conferences and won many awards.
proceedings of the UN.
Learning the Ropes

The Big Why

Playing by the Rules

Celebration!

DRSMUN-2K17

In a club-meet, the members keenly explored The club had a lively discussion about the main The club played an active role in organizing and
the structure & hierarchies in the UN!
participating in DRSMUN-2K17!
objectives of the UN Charter.
Students practiced the rules of procedure live The club observed and celebrated important UN
and got hands-on experience as to how to chair days in the morning assembly.
a meeting!
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“

DRSMUN Club achieved much within its second year
of functioning. DRSMUN grew
organically from handful of delegates to leaders who
organized six conferences at
intra-school and inter school levels.

Ms Janet Fanian, MUN Club

•
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”

The
Eco-Sustainability
Club
The Eco-sustainability Club is driven by
the vision of a more eco-friendly and
sustainable planet made possible by
collective action. This year has seen the
club inch closer to this dream through
the ‘Conserve My Planet’, a programme
organized by the NGO, SHARP.

“

Our students’ participation in the club is instrumental
in making them self-motivated and encouraging them
to apply the values they learn in club activities at
their level in their school, and in the society.

”

Ms Rekha Rani,
Eco-Sustainability Club

The Beginning: The First Taking Charge: The
Session
Second Session

Taking it Ahead: The
Third Session

The Call to Action: The
Fourth Session

On 11th October, 2017, the members
of the club were briefed about the
calendar and activities of the CMP
and were given green t-shirts and
caps. Parent consent forms were
also distributed. Students stated
and discussed their opinions on the
need to conserve our planet. Green
saplings were also distributed as
part of plantation drive.

The third session of the Conserve
My Planet programme was
conducted on 8th November, 2017.
This session was held in view of
selecting members of the club for
the School Champions’ Quiz and
other Extempore Competitions at
the Inter-School level on various
themes.

The fourth session of CMP was
organized on 15th November,
2017, in which students visited
the neighbourhood fuel-station
to educate consumers about the
ecological effects of vehicular
pollution and ways to conserve the
planet.

The second session of CMP was
conducted on 6th November,
2017. The session helped students
explore the nuances of energy
conservation. Members of the club
were selected as leaders and all the
students were allotted groups to
take the cause forward. Each group
was tasked with different aspects of
energy-auditing such as the usage
of water, electricity, fuel etc. After
auditing, each group prepared a
comprehensive report.
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“

Group counseling sessions have created a strong
platform for multiple students of similar ages, who are
dealing with similar issues. It helps them realize that
they are not alone…

Ms Sangeeta Ketan,
Behavioural Counselor
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”

The
Performing Arts
Club
The Performing Arts Club is a platform for
those with a keen interest in dance and
performance forms to explore technique
and form, as well gain hands-on experience
in choreography.

“

Why walk when you can dance?
- Anonymous

”

Acing Hip-Hop!
From street patterns, to the nuances of dub-step, as well as changing
twists, the members of the club have mastered Hip-Hop this year!

Zumba Mode
The Performing Arts Club also worked fitness into their dance practice
sessions with powerful Zumba routines and work-outs.

Performances Galore
By far, the most impressive contribution of the Performing Arts Club has
been choreographing and performing on stage for schools events and
programmes!
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“

The
Music Club

It is not that we learn music...
it is simply that we MAKE
music...together!

”

The Music Club brings together DRSIS’
finest music lovers! The club cultivates
both the ability to appreciate and create
music. This year has seen the music club
explore some new territory.

“

Music is the voice of the soul.
- Marlee Matlin

”

Ms Neelu Soubhagya,
Facilitator

Expressing it Right
The Music Club celebrated the spirit of friendship
by giving new life to the song ‘Gift of a Friend’

Fine-tuning

Our budding musicians further explored how to Pioneers!
play the chords for their instruments as well as The Music Club encouraged our students to
how to tune them!
create and present their own songs this year!

A Wonderful World

On-stage!

The classic, ‘A Wonderful World’ was made even The Music Club has added grace to school
more wonderful with a fresh rendition by the events throughout the year with musical
Music Club!
performances...
•
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The Cuisine
Club
Both our foodies and in-house masterchefs
find a haven in the Cuisine Club, where a
flair for cooking is transformed into an art.
This year has seen the Cuisine Club take
soulful international food to a whole new
level:

“

Cooking with kids is a great way
to educate them about good
nutrition, what’s in Season, as well
as to get them involved in planning
and preparing snacks without fire.
Adding to that, it’s also to a great
way to encourage them to eat
healthy food.

”

Ms K Vasavi,
Cuisine Club

Milan at Milan
Our students tried their hand at making Italian Panini
and delicious Italian Pasta Salads!

French Foodies
Nothing says ‘french’ like crepes! Our students had a
gala time experimenting with crepes of all kinds...

Taco Talk
DRSIS got a taste of Mexican flavor when our Cuisine
Club members made a batch of authentic tacos!

A Grand Project
The Cuisine Club made a visit to Hotel Swagath Grand
to watch a cooking demonstration by the Head Chef
and to better understand the process of preparing and
serving food…

Celebrating Seasons
Our budding chefs also experimented with seasonal
fruits and fresh vegetables to put together interesting
dishes…
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Ms S.Ritika

IB PYP Coordinator

“

As a school we are constantly finding
opportunities to reflect on and
qualitatively improve our systems,
policies and practices.

”

Ms Kalyani. C,
Academic Auditor

‘How much is too much?’ is a question that always lingers around in my mind
as an educator. The-received wisdom is that you can never have too much
education, but is that always true? I’m not so sure. Ideally, besides skills and
information, education will also help students to develop a questioning outlook
that encourages them to keep learning.
The poet W B Yeats said: ‘Education is not the filling of a bucket but the lighting
of a fire.’At DRSIS the educators work towards lighting the fire of curiosity and
responsibility among the student community and in the process work upon their
own skills as an educator.
I also wonder about the homework that is given to the students, what is the
purpose, however if children have invested a good amount of time and have been
engaged well in the classroom, homework can really help them learn. After all, the
more a student practices something, the better they understand and it also gives
an opportunity to the parents to be involved in the learning process.
Oh! There are a number of questions that resonate in my mind all the time and
these are the questions that keep us teachers on our toes to be good learners.
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House-That?
The Battle of the Houses

What’s in a name? A lot, as it turns out. The academic year 2017-18 has seen a new chapter in
DRS International School’s history of Inter-House events. Our House-system as a whole got a
revamp with the introduction of the new House names as well as their namesakes!
After an extensive process of consultation and deliberation, the school community decided to
name the four houses after Nikola Tesla, Galileo Galilei, Issac Newton and Leonardo Da Vinci, all
intellectual polymaths in their own right!The reinvention of the House-System has breathed new
life into the ethos of the school and made it more intellectually vibrant and inspiring!
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House-Meets

Making Our Voices Heard!
House-Meets are platforms for our students to be an active part of their House Community and
make the voices matter. Closely-knit, each house is lead by House Captains, Deputy Captains and
are supported by House-Masters and Facilitators. House-Meets often see students and faculty
discuss issues and ideas that are meaningful to them, and prepare for Inter-House Competitions.
Auditions to represent the House in Inter-House Competitions are usually held during the HouseMeets. Our students take each House-Meet as an opportunity to come together to collaborate.
Inter-House Competitions at DRS International School are inclusive- which means that every child is
given the opportunity to compete to represent their houses. Auditions held at House-Meets make
the process of selection for competitions transparent!

•

140

House-That?

Inter-House Sports
Competitions
There’s no equalizer like the sports field!
Students of varying abilities came together
to compete in exhilarating Inter-House
Sports Competitions held throughout this
year. With a rigorous Sports Education
Programme in place, our students are
well-equipped with the skills they need to
perform their best in these competitions
to make their house proud. These yearlong tournaments and competitions saw
their culmination in the Grand Sports’
Fiesta held in December.

“

Sports do not build character.
They reveal it.

”

-H. Brown
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Newton House
came first in the
category of cultural competitions!

Galileo House stood third in the overall
scoreboard...

Da Vinci House came a close second
in the overall scores...

Newton House emerged the overall winners of the Inter-House Competitions of the Academic Year 2017-18!
•
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Inter-House Cultural
Competitions
A series of Inter-House Cultural Competitions
have added colour and excitement to student life
at DRS International School this year. Inter-House
Cultural Competitions encourage students to hone
their abilities in the Performing Arts as well as the
Visual Arts, both individually as well as through
collaboration with their house-mates. Inter-House
Cultural Competitions are platforms for our students
to showcase their talent and prove their mettle to the
school community…
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Inter-House Literary
Competitions
At DRS International School, its literally one House’s
word against the others’! Inter-House Literary
Competitions in this academic session have seen
powerful spoken word performances, elocutions,
debates and the like. These competitions put our
wordsmiths centre-stage and nurtured a love for
language and literature in students across the
Houses.

•

144

House-That?

“

Answering questions such as ‘Where
do I want to be in ten years?’ is not
easy for a student who is fifteen years
old. We are here to support them in
their journey of self-discovery.

”

Ms Aarfa Abbani,
Career & Guidance Counselor

Quiz Kids
The Inter-house Quiz Competition held for
Grades VI-VIII, was an exciting one! The familiar
yet tricky questions posed to the participants
ensured that everyone had their thinking caps
on.

rounds such as ‘Current Affairs’, ‘Bowled Out’
(Sports), ‘Sa Re Ga Ma’ (Music), ‘Abdul Kalam’
(Science) and ‘Cinematic’ (Movies) etc, ensuring
that the students were tested on a range of trivia
domains.

quiz a more engaging experience for all involved.
Allthough some of the trickier questions were real
head-scratchers, it was apparent to all that our
student participants were not just well-informed
and well-read, but also worldly-wise!

The quiz had a wide variety of well-thought out A lively and participative audience made the
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Digital Artists at Work
The Inter-house Digital-Designing Competition were given the task of designing a cover
held for the students of Grades IX-XII was a great for the Yearbook using Adobe Photoshop.
platform for the in-house photoshop wizards to
put their best creative foot forward.
While onlookers were particularly impressed by
the students’ familiarity and ease with the software,
The theme of the competition was they were equally wowed by the students’ ability
‘Geometrical Design’ and the students to thrive under pressure- they wove their on•

146

House-That?

screen magic in just under 30 minutes!
With interesting geometical patterns, use of
negative space and colours, the designs showed
the students’ flair for this emerging field that
blends both design and technology.

Art Meets Spontaneity!
Our students of the Secondary Wing had a
great time creating art at the ‘On the Spot’ Art
Competition held at DRS International School!
Working with a dry medium of their choice, such
as colour pencils, crayons, and sketch pens, the
students were inspired by the themes assigned
to them.

Students of Grades VI to VIII were given the
theme ‘Childhood’ while the seniors were asked
to create art that captured the essence of the
‘Monsoon’. Our in-house artists took up the
challenge with enthusaism and set to working on
their creative interpretations of the theme.
The event was an engaging one and inspired

many beautiful works of art! From expressive
art work that featured strong messages and
powerful statements, to abstract creations that
left the judges wondering, the On the Spot Art
competition certainly succeeded in getting our
creative juices flowing!
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A Battle of Words!
Our school held an Inter-House Debate
competition for senior students. Students of
different categories debated motions such as
‘Censorship in India Cinema is justified’, and ‘Men
and Women should be paid equal wages’. The
competition saw a wide spectrum of arguments
for and against the motion, and words acted as
•
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bullets as some of our school’s best speakers
proved their mettle.

gap debate also touched on several salient
points. With each speaker drawing the audience
in using relevant points and information, it is easy
It was quite interesting for the audience to see to say the speakers had taken time to research
censorship being debated upon as many Indians the issues thoroughly. An exciting way for the
continue to protest the censorship of various houses to interact and compete, indeed!
films and modes of entertainment. The wage

Word Wars!
An interesting Inter-House ‘Spell Me Right’ Idioms’ Round, ‘Rapid Fire’ Round for ‘Prefix &
Competition was conducted in the Secondary Suffix’ and ‘Abbreviations’ Round.
Wing to challenge our students!
All the four houses were well-prepared and
The competition was divided into six interesting participated enthusiastically. The students put to
rounds i.e. ‘Spell-Check’ Round, ‘Buzzing’ Round, excellent use, their knowledge of the language
‘Synonyms & Antonyms’ Round, ‘Multiple-Choice and their way with words in this competition.

They competed for a close finish and their
spontaneous insights contributed immensely in
making the show very interesting, informative
and enjoyable to watch. The declaration of scores
after the completion of each round helped add
to the suspense and thrill of the competition.
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Spell Bee Competition
The PYP Wing was a hive for our wordsmiths
when the Inter-House Spell Bee competition was
conducted. Meticulously organized, aptly named
rounds such as ‘Misspelled Words’, ‘Dictionary
Order’, ‘Pronounciation’ and ‘Find the Word’
made for a lot of food for thought.
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While some of the words asked were tricky
enough to get the adults present thinking, DRS
International’s unique ‘Password’ system in every
classroom has made spelling words an easy
game for our students. Despite the challenge,
our students impressed the audience with their
quick thinking and their ability to string letters

together accurately.
The biggest highlight, however, was the way each
of our students collaborated with their housemates to put their heads together, think hard,
spell right and make their house proud!

Taking Inspiration!
A Show & Tell Competition was conducted
to nurture communication and social skills in
our little leaders of tomorrow. The students of
Grades I and II, bowled over the audience with
their unbelievably cute and adorable ‘Show & Tell’
presentations. Each student brought with them
an artefact they found interesting and worthy of

presentation, and shared what drew them to it
with those present.

useful and enjoyable. Our litle communicators
wowed everyone with their confidence. They
showed both promise and immense talent, and
The students spoke earnestly about the props were certainly a treat to watch! The competition
that inspired them, making the effort to explain encouraged even the adults present to look at
the journeys of each ‘prop’ and weave stories the world of objects around them with different
around the interesting ways they found them eyes!
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Guessing Games!
The IB PYP Wing conducted Inter-House ‘Guess
Me Right’ and ‘Quiz Competition’ for the students
of Grades I to III and Grades IV & V respectively.
The questions put forth to the teams in both the
competitions were intriguing, and exciting and
challenged our inquirers to think out of the box!
Rounds such as Guess Me Right, Pictorial Round,
•
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and the Music Round gave the Guess Me Right
competition a fun twist.
Meanwhile rounds such as General Knowledge,
Literary, Jigsaw Puzzle and Rapid Fire made
the Quiz equally interesting. Every round was a
mixed bag of questions from history, geography,

environment, Current Affairs, Art & so on.
The final round on ‘International Baccalaureate’
gave the two semi-final teams a chance to catch
up with their knowledge about ‘IB’ and also putup a tough fight. Our knowledgeable students
were certainly the talk of the town after proving
themselves in the competition!

Finding Our Voices!
Our students oozed confidence as they took to the
stage for the Inter House Elocution Competition!
The senior students tackled the pertinent topic
of ‘How Media is affecting our Thinking and
our Lifestyle’ while the juniors took on the topic
‘Tolerance is a pre-requisite for a Peaceful India’
head-on!

The event challenged the students into finding
the tricky balance between speaking meaningfully
keeping in mind the parameters of content,
language, gestures and time-management. While
the senior secondary students dissected how
the media and its sensationalism and weakness
to succumb to the vested interests of advertising
industry, our juniors, on the other hand, spoke at

length about India’s history of tolerance, and the
impact each one of us can have in furthering this
legacy. Each of our students demonstrated their
talent and depth of intellect by articulating their
thoughts exceptionally well.
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Show-Time!
Our Secondary Students put up quite a show
at the Inter-House One Act Play Competition
held towards the end of the academic year.
The students were judged on acting, plot,
communication, message and other parameters
shared.
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Each of the houses demosntrated excellent
collaboration and time-management skills & put
their props to good use. By taking up themes
like-’Mothers’, ‘Save & Share Water’, ‘Start
the day fresh’, etc. tried to make their plays
meaningful and socially relevant and impactful.

Competitions such as these are an opportunity
not to just entertain, but to also let our students
educate themselves and those around them by
unlocking the power of drama and theatre to
transform and inspire!

Song Birds!
Our enthusiastic PYP students sang their hearts
out in the Inter-House Singing Competition held
to celebrate their flair for music. The theme of
the competition was ‘Patriotism’ and our students
sang both classics and contemporary hits.

in to their performances was evident in their coordination. With a creative mix of Hindi, English
and Telugu in the form of medleys, the songs
were truly representative of the diversity that
is inclusive in the concept of patriotism. Our
students let themselves be inspired by the music
The practice and effort that each house had put of different cultures to celebrate international

mindedness!
The hand-made ‘flag’ badges and posters our
creative students created added a welcome
creative touch to the competition and was a
great opportunity to observe our PYP students’
‘action-orientedness’.
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The Dance-Off
Our students of the Secondary Wing put their
best foot forward for the Inter-House Group
Dance Competition. The competition saw
participants from the four houses compete to
outdo each other with impressive sync. The latest
tunes and the latest moves came together for an
impressive visual treat.
•
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The students were judged according to five
different categories i.e. costume, coordination,
choreography, song selection and formation.
The judges evaluated the students based on
these categories. Impressive formations and
stunts spoke volumes about the practise and

rigorous training the students had put into their
participation. The highlights of the group dance
competition included the energy of students,
interesting choice of music and the inclusion
of dance forms such as jazz, hip-hop, Indianclassical, etc, all on one stage!

Inspiring Innovation
Beyond the Classroom!

What makes our Innovative Programmes truly innovative is their
scope and strength- our Innovative Programmes have the power to
transform our students into thoughtful, principled young people who
are equipped to take on life in all its complexities.
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Value Education Program

Building Core
Values
Building and working on core values is a
seamless and integral part of learning at
DRS International School with a robust
Value Education Programme that engages
with students in challenging and relevant
ways.
This year our Value Education Program engaged
our secondary students in a series of activities
and learning experiences that equipped them to
address, reflect and practise their core values such
as co-operation, appreciation, peace, empathy,
care and conflict resolution.
The core value of co-operation was built through
team-building and activities. Fun-filled team
activities such as cooperative storytelling, treasure
hunts, group puzzle solving and untie the knot,
helped them learn to work with one another.
‘The Circle of Praise’ was an activity that helped
them appreciate each other. Our students took
the activity ahead with the ‘Johari Window’
and created their own ‘circle of constructive
criticism’.
•
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Our students explored ‘Peace’ through guided
meditation and by penning down peace poetry.
The four corners strategy helped them better
understand their Rights & Responsibilities. The
theme of ‘Empathy for the Environment’ inspired
them to successfully plan and initiate a ‘Compost
Pit’.
What it means to be ‘Caring’ was also understood
through an action-oriented project through which
students made a difference in six orphanages
and a government school. Other activities and
projects in the Value Education Program this
year, also helped our students realize the value of
time-management and experience the magic in
coming together to solve problems.

Life Skills Program

Empowerment
for Life!
Students at DRS International School,
get empowered with a unique set of lifeskills that help them handle challenges
and conflicts they experience in everyday
life, as well as those specific to their
developmental stages through a variety of
activities.

of futuristic invenions that they felt were innovative advertisements, our students got an opportunity
and necessary.
to make their communication skills more
effective. They cultivated empathy in themselves
Throughout the academic year, our Life Skills by identifying 10 instances of apathy toward
Progamme also heavily focused on ensuring nature and created comic strips and their own
our students are competent in social skills super-heroes to tackle the issue.
that will serve them well in the years to come.
Interpersonal relationships for example, got the For hands-on experiences to practise their
Students gained deeper self awareness by focus they deserved when students interviewed decision-making skills, students used the thinking
assessing their strengths and weaknesses. people they were not acquainted with to get to hats to make choices in fictional scenarios.
Their critical thinking skills were honed through know them better, an activity that encouraged
a mind mapping activity for analysis of some them to move beyond the bubbles of their peer These series of learning engagements and
activities conducted over the months, are sure to
burning problems around the globe. Through the groups.
have an enduring impact on our students in the
Programme, students also created developed
their Creative Thinking Skills in creating wishlists By creating and presenting one-minute years to come.
This year saw students explore various Life
Skills through creating presentations and poster
making, among other activities. The focus of
the program was on developing self-awareness,
building critical thinking skills, creative thinking
skills, social skills, communication skills, decision
making skills and so on.
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Gender Sensitivity Program

Decoding
Inequality!

Creating a just and gender balanced society is not a distant
dream when young people at DRS International School are
actively working towards understanding gender inequality,
breaking down stereotypes, and are creating a positive
difference.

In this academic year, our students explored themes related to
gender awareness and equality through different means. Through
collaborative discussions, they drafted a charter to suggest policies,
reforms and amendments in the constitution for supporting equal
rights and empowerment. Students were inspired by videos and
quizzes to create poster displays to challenge gender steretypes
and examined how discrimination functions through specific case
studies.
Through the lens of legal action, our students even explored
gender injustice in the light of the Indian judicial system. One of the
highlights of the program this year were the presentations on the
differences in the depiction of men and women in the media.
The program has certainly helped our students in decoding how
gender inequality is embedded in social norms, practices and forces
and helped them step up affirmative action in their own ways.
•
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Student Wellness Program

Valuing
Wellness!

The Student Wellness Programme has over the course
of the academic year, explored fun and engaging ways
to encourage students to be informed about and take
charge of their health & wellness!
Saving the Earth with Music!
Our students acknowledged their responsibility to save the
environment by presenting a song called ‘Save the Earth’.
Eating Green!
Our students made a menu of ‘Healthy food’ and in the spirit
of open-mindedness, adopted a healthy diet!
So much to Say!
Our students developed their social skills by working
collaboratively in groups to discuss ‘emotions’!
Furry Friends!
Our students enacted a role play on ‘Our responsibilities
towards animals’ and developed their communication skills!
Fun & Fit!
Our students explored the ‘Shadow Tag’ game enthusiastically,
to stay fit!
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D.E.A.R. Program

Reading for
Life!

The D.E.A.R. program was instrumental in playing
an active role in deepening our students’ love for
reading this year. Our homeroom teachers worked
towards encouraging students to pick up books
that were simultaneously both challenging and
interesting to them personally, and guided them
through the process. One of the highlights of
this year’s D.E.A.R. program was the One Nation
Reading Together event.
There was pin drop silence in DRSIS as the school
observed One Nation Reading Together (ONRT)
in the school between 1:10 pm and 1:45 pm on
November 24, 2017. It was a great opportunity for
the students and the whole school staff, including
admin and support staff to participate in this
program and engage themselves in reading, for
fun.The program included the whole school taking
a Pledge written by renowned writer Jerry Pinto.
The event succeeded in creating awareness about
the importance of books and inspired everyone to
get reading!
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More than a Home!
The residential wing is home to the best and the brightest at DRS International School. With varying abilities, talents and personalities, each of
our residential students and facilitators come together through events and activities throughout the year to celebrate their togetherness as one
big, happy family!
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Freshers’
Night!
The Freshers’ Night was one of the year’s
most happening events, with music,
dance, skits, stand-up comedy and
engaging anchoring. The entertaining
event helped our students get to know
each better and bond as a community!

The event was a great platform for the
newcomers in the residential wing to showcase
their talent and individuality, while it also helped
thaw the ice and make everyone feel warm and
welcome.
The engaging and interactive anchoring by
Arvind and Sai Panja ensured the event went
on smoothly. Inside jokes and doses of wit
had everyone laughing and in giggles. With
music, dance, skits and stand-up comedy the
entertaining event helped our students get to
know each better and bond as a community!

•
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The Adventure of
a Lifetime

Our students of the residential wing made the most of the
outdoors during the night out to Adventure Cove! Teambuilding activities, long and scenic treks, rock-climbing,
rapelling, zip-lining, river-crossing etc. with their friends
made the trip an unforgettable experience!

While stormy weather and grey skies may depress
some, our students of the residential wing made
the most of the outdoors during the night out
to Adventure Cove! Our students set of on the
journey to this weekend getaway soon after the
Parent Visit, thrilled to be out on the road in such
pleasant weather.

thrilling but was a true test of our students’ outdoor
survival skills and made for a true adventure camp
experience.

The following morning saw our students undertake
a long and scenic trek amidst natural rock
formations and green trails. Adventure activities
like rock-climbing, rapelling, zip-lining and riverAt Adventure Cove, situated an hour and a half crossing, saw our students, irrespective of their
away from school, our students were warmly age, push themselves to overcome and triumph
welcomed by the proprietor Mr Prasad and his over their reservations. The sumptuous lunch
team with some energizers and ice-breakers that was followed by many team-building activities
set the tone for the rest of the trip. The sudden that helped our students bond with each other,
burst of rain that followed dinner was not only making the trip a truly unforgettable experience!

“

The competitions and events at
DRSIS are designed to help children
creatively demonstrate their learning.
As a school, we value children’s
voices.

”

Ms Rakhi Bhunia,
IB PYP Facilitator
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Word
Wizards

Our residential students put their
thinking caps on for the inter-group
Spelling Bee event conducted for both
the seniors and the juniors on 11th June.
After two preliminary rounds to shortlist
the participants, four students from each
category took to the stage to rise up to
the challenge!
The rounds were engaging and
challenging in equal measure. From fun
rounds such as ‘Get Jumbled’, ‘3 clues’,
‘Get Sportive’ & ‘Visualize’, both the
participants and the active audience
had a great time putting their grey
cells to work. Nagbhushan of Grade VII,
and Sri Havya of Grade XII, emerged
the spelling-bee champions of their
respective groups and were applauded
for their quick thinking and flair for
spelling!
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Ad-Mad
Weekends at the residential wing always get an
extra oomph with a dose of healthy competition.
The Intra-group Mad Ads Competition had our
residential students compete with each other
to produce some entertaining and convincing
advertisements and jingles!

•
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A match to remember!
The school organized an Intra-Group Throwball Competition for the
residential students of Grades IV-IX and IX-XII on the 8th of April.
Despite stiff competition, the Boys’ team captained by Nayanth came
first in IV-IX category, followed by the team captained by Satvik. In the
senior category, the team captained by Varadh Gupta outperformed
Ali’s team.

The Girls’ Intra-group event saw some stellar efforts by both teams to
win. However, the team comprising of Ashritha, Havya, Aishwarya, Veena,
Sri Nidhi, Janavi and Lekha won the competition fair and square.
Intra-group sports and athletic competitions throughout the year inspire
our students to be fit and sportive!
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Pitch Perfect!
DRS International School hosted an Inter-School
Cricket Friendly Match on 29th Oct 2017. The
match was held between St. Peter’s Residential
School and DRS International School. The
match helped both teams of students develop
sportsmanship and team-spirit!
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“

My goal is to help our
students feel connected to
themselves and gain strength,
calm, focus, and happiness
from the inside out.

”

Dancing our
Way to Fitness!
As part of a new initiative in the
Residential Wing, our hostel students
have been enjoying regular Zumba
classes ! The sessions with Ms Anukriti
Sharma, our and Zumba instructor
inspire our kids to power through
warm-ups, high intensity Merengues,
African rhythms, Reggaeton and
Bollywood workouts, among others.

Ms Anukriti Govind Sharma,
Fitness and Creative Consultant
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A Splash of Colour!
Colour equals joy! Our residential students
had a vibrant celebration to mark Holi this
year! Our boarders marked the joyous day by
having a day of splashing colour, in the fun and
mischievous spirit of the festival. The students
use skin-safe and organic dry colours to make
sure the celebrations could be enjoyed to the
fullest. Music, dance, delicious snacks, and
good company made for a day of festivity
and happiness. The festival went a long way in
developing their respect for each other, as well
as a sense of camaraderie and belonging that
is vital for life at the residence.
•
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Celebrating
Siblings!
Here at DRS International Schol, we understand
that the bond between brothers and sisters are
not only between those related by blood.
As a family of people from diverse cultures,
Rakshabandhan is an important day in the Hostel.
To celebrate the day, our students organized a
rakhee-making event, and exchanged rakhees,
sweets and promises of protection!
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Crafting
Readers
There’s something everybody loves more than
a good book- a cute bookmark! Our residential
students of Grades IV, V & VI sat down to
make some adorable origami bookmarks for
themselves and friends in a session for them!
The session encouraged students to use some
basic origami folds to create the base for their
own custom bookmarks. The students were
creative and imaginative as they made their
own monsters, animals and furry friends as
bookmarks. With such personalized reading
aids, we are sure these kids will take their love
of reading to the next level!
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Inspiring
Energy
Our residential students
of Grade XI had a great
time recently in an ‘Energy
Workshop’ held for them.
The session was conducted
by Mr Zubin, a theatre artist
and a musician from the viral
band V Minor. The session
featured several energizers
that brought in much needed
life and zest to the Sunday.
Ranging from challenging
exercises such as ‘Reverse
Trash Talking’ and ‘The
Screamer’, the tasks really
transformed our students and
their confidence. The ‘Magic
If’ activity saw our students
morph into animals and other
avatars, in incredibly realistic
ways. The ‘Chi’ session at the
end, helped our students tap
into their inner energies to
find their ‘energy ball’, after
which they reflected on ways
to draw strength from it.
•
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Making
Headlines
What happens when a group of creative
young children come face to face with a black
and white newspaper? Magic, of course! The
residential students of Grades IV, V and VI
enjoyed a session called ‘Newsmakers’. While it
is easy for children to lose touch with the print
media in the digital age, our students had a great
time scouring the pages of the newspapers for
interesting headlines which they then mixed and
matched to create some bizarre news reports
that made for some great laughs! The exercise
introduced our students to the basics of news
and report writing in a fun and accessible way.
The session ended with students reading out
the news reports they had created in their best
‘news anchor’ voices.
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Play of
Words
Our residential students made the most of a
session conducted for them in which the group
of students, who were of mixed ages, enjoyed
trying their hand at group challenges that not
only put their vocabulary and creativity to the
test, put also kept them guessing as their peers
acted out audience-driven prompts.
The word game ‘Secret Word’, had students
sustaining a conversation in a given setting,
and trying to decipher the secret word stuck
to their back with the help of nothing but
conversation clues. Their spontaneity was put
to the test through the challenge ‘Lies’ in which
the students had to have a conversation with
a partner, while weaving in ‘lies’ through the
conversation which their friends had generated.
A fun way to spend a weekend!
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“

DRSIS is a community of people who learn and
grow together. Every year the school grows in
leaps and bounds and it is great to be a part of this
exciting journey! It’s one thing to set high standards
and it’s even more impressive to continuously
surpass them.

”

Mr K N Bhunia,
Founder Member

Culture
Shock!
Is it possible to really completely understand a culture
different from one’s own? Our Grade IX students of
the residential wing wrestled with this and questions
of prejudice in a session held for them on the 30th of
July, 2017.
Our students chose props of their choice to enact a
tribal ritual assigned to them with specified prompts,
while the other group of students were tasked with
understanding and reporting the event as ‘National
Geographic’ reporters making a mock documentary.
With djembe rhythms and improvisation, the exercise
helped students understand that cultures different
from our own or unfamiliar to us are not ‘inferior’ or
‘under-developed’ in any way and operate with their
own norms and codes.
The lively discussion that followed saw our students
ponder over questions such as ‘How would aliens
perceive our morning assembly at school as a ritual?’,
‘How would someone from a remote landlocked tribe
perceive humans interacting at a shopping mall?’ and
came to the conclusion that ‘modern’, ‘developed’
or ‘westernized’ cultures had their own rituals and
artefacts as well, although our familiarity with them
makes them seem self-evident and ‘normal’.
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Scrabble in
Motion!
Collaboration is key when it comes to art!
A session for our students of grade VII had
them team up to create a spectacular work
of scrabble word art in motion! The session
conducted for the students introduced them to
techniques of working with words and letters in
motion and stop-motion…
From concepts such as incremental motion,
timing, and overlapping action, our students had
a great time bringing their ideas to life. They
worked on creating a secret message to extraterrestrial life in outer-space! They are now in
the process of stringing the images together to
create their moving ‘picture’. A new way to look
at scrabble indeed!
•
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Word-Play, Anyone?
The evening of the 14th of April was a special one
for our residential students as every single boarder,
right from Grade IV to Grade XII, took to the stage
to try their hand at the Intra-Group Extempore
competition. The event encouraged our students to
step up to the dais with emboldened confidence and
a willingness to be spontaneous.

‘Should India play Cricket with Pakistan?’, the event
saw our students brainstorm on the spot to reason
out aloud and show-off their originality and talent.
Many newcomers to the hostel wowed everyone
present with their skill and ease.

G. Varun (Grade V), Ishitray (Grade VI), Karthik (Grade
VII), Krushita (Grade VIII), Anjali (Grade IX), Sri Nidhi
With creative and off-beat topics such as ‘The Three (Grade X) and Vimala Sakshi (Grade XII) emerged
Most Dangerous Things In the World’ and ‘If I were the clear winners, standing out from the crowd with
God for One Day’, as well as topics that pushed the their flair for words and with the confidence they
students to argue for controversial issues such as presented their ideas.
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B. Ruel Johnson

Residential Coordinator

“

Regular training for our security,
emergency response procedures
and safety drills go a long way in
making sure that our school is a safe
and welcoming space for all.

”

Mr Colin Roy,
Chief Security Officer

•
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The residential wing of DRS International School is always a thriving place with
activities and events,daily schedules and many other stimulating experiences.
These programmes and routines are designed to build our students’ strength of
character and their life-skills. Each recreational trip, each supervised study session,
each competition and workshop we organize is conducted with the objective of
nurturing each child’s strengths and to widen their horizon of experiences.
As a home away from home, as mentors and house parents, we look at each
unique boarder with a unique perspective that nurtures their individuality. We
understand that each child has their own learning curve, their own struggles and
their distinct goals. It is our goal to help them, guide them and support them
through their journey here, and help them make the most of their time here.
There is a sense of joy and satisfaction in looking back at the year gone by
and observing the growth and change in our students. Our supportive parent
community makes these little success stories possible. As one year draws to an
end, and the new academic session begins, we continue to seek your cooperation
and understanding, in helping us support your children.

Muse
When Inspiration Strikes…
Inspiration strikes suddenly and in the most unexpected forms. Both the worlds around
them, as well as the worlds within them, inspire our students in out-of-the-ordinary
ways. Here is a collection of some of their best work this academic year.
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Anything
is

Possible
with

SIX

WORDS
Khushboo Pandit 		

Grade VI
Hrushikesh Gandhi

Bussa Akshitha		
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Grade VI

Bibi Khadijah Zare		

Grade VI

Grade VI

Prachi Agarwal
Sahasra Kunchakuri
Neshna Amaram		

Grade VI

Grade VI

Grade VI

Pranay Reddy Baddam Grade VI

Naail Hirani 			

Grade VI

Raina Rajesh Kadivar

Grade VI
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Samhitha Reddy Kumari

Sathvik Harapanahalli

Grade VI

Anisha Yerpula

Grade VI

Siri Raju
Tanushri Bathula Grade VI
•

186

Muse

Grade VI

Vamshi Rao Sangi Grade VI

		

Grade VI

Shape

Words do shape thought, but
what happens when shapes meet
poems? Some of our creative
students put shapes and words
together to paint pictures you
can read!

Adithya Sai Bogarapu
Grade VI
Neshna Amaram
Grade VI
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Poems

Khushi Choudhary
Grade VI
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Khushboo Pandit
Grade VI
Badhavath Thanmai Sri
Grade IX
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Ashritha Kacham
Grade IX

Bussa Akshitha
Grade VI
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Naina Neelagiri
Grade IX

Prachi Agarwal
Grade VI

Anisha Yerpula
Grade VI
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Ishitraiy Agarwal
Grade VI

Pallavi Mittal
Grade VI
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Shreyas Reddy Parige
Grade VI

Thinking
Aloud

Penning down one’s thoughts is
one of the best ways to voice
them! Our students feel strongly
about issues that concern them,
and want to let their words speak
for them!

The Second Mother
Another Dimension?
The Earth is huge, its surface area is over 500
million square kilometers, but that’s nothing
compared to the solar system and the Milky
Way galaxy which is billions of kilometers. If
we zoom out even more, we can really start
to appreciate how huge the universe actually
is.

- Saumya Mandaokar, IX
to be converted into matter and radiation (it
had to cool down).

But some parts of the universe haven’t
stopped inflating which is referred to as the
eternal inflation theory. It states that chunks
of space separate and form on its own into
isolated universe. So, if there an infinite
We could take this one step further because number of universes, there could be this one
we might be living in something called whose laws of physics is the same as our
multiverse, where there’s not just one universe, universe and that one could be the parallel
but on infinite amount of them. Well, it is universe.
just a hypothetical set of possible universes.
Some scientists think that it is because of There is some hypothesis that the
the Big Bang. A fraction of second, after the neighboring universe can collide with each
Big Bang the universe started to expand other, but sadly there is no such evidence
rapidly. This is known as inflation. As inflation of the collision or the existence of a parallel
stretched and smoothed it eventually had to universe, but its research still continues, stay
stop at some point and the energy needed tuned sci-fi fans!

Mother is an important person in our lives. She is
the one who can understand a child’s problem.
But when we leave home our teachers are like
the second mother. They also help us solve the
problems. They spend their valuable time with
us and help us improve. Teachers are treated
as god and give us their knowledge.
They teach us more than we want and make
us knowledgeable. Teacher is the one who we
have to never forget in our life as they always
want us to achieve something great in life. I
thank god for giving me such friendly and
knowledgeable teachers.

- Janav Reddy, VIII
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- Ali Abide,
XII

Changing
Gender Roles

This is an era of women trying to shatter the glass ceilings and
men attempting to cope with ‘over successful’ wives. But while
the typical stereotypes may have deluded a bit, scratch the
surface, and we are where we were decades ago.
The attempts to change gender roles are rather superficial.
People are more comfortable with the roles assigned to them.
Society is against radical change. Even women prefer strong,
dominating men as against today’s metrosexual men. No woman
wants a man who is extra sensitive and cares more about the
kitchen than his career graph.
Women who don’t cook are still not deemed as a home maker
and an overly emotional man is not considered manly enough.
Even today, a child is largely the woman’s responsibility and
men still think twice before crying and being vulnerable. I’ve
come to the conclusion that maybe it’s still not time for us to
move over.

Child Labour –A Curse

- Manish, IX

One of the greatest curses that still revolves around our world is child labor,
where children below the age of 14 years are forced to work.
This social evil is rampant in India where a great number of children can be
seen working at roadside stalls or in brick mills, glass factories, firecracker
factories, etc. When one looks towards the causes behind this, practice one
finds that child labor is prevalent due to poverty, illiteracy and the lack of
urge to do better, etc.
‘These poor children work as bonded’ laborers on a paltry wages. They rarely
have enough food or clothing. Not only that, they are also ill-treated. There
is no one who listens to them or cares for them.
What people don’t realize is that this has become a vicious circle. These
children when they grow up are still backward, poor and illiterate. Their
children go through the same horrible existence.
The government should take measures and provide opportunities to
these children so that they may improve themselves. Schemes should
be implemented to provide them with a better future and this in turn will
contribute towards the development of the nation. This awareness will
definitely help to improve the status of the nation.
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Memories
My childhood started in Houston, Texas located in The United
States Of America.

Pranay Venkatesh, V

Insignificant Burden
Dear friend, none of the people in the world want to speak to each other
regarding their problems. Not a single human in the world want to share their
problems, but what’s the use? Without sharing the problem, you cannot find
its solution. Even I was uncomfortable telling others my problem. I used to cry
often, but if anybody asked “What’s up Pranay? What happened?” I used to
keep my mouth shut. Slowly, my tension increased, one day, I was browsing
the internet. I found a fact saying “If you keep all your problems to yourself
your tension rises and your weight increases.” Oh my god! I was scared out of
my wits. Yup, that’s why my weight increased. After that, I changed a lot and
became an open minded boy. I hope you will also become open-minded…..
Oops, time is up; BYE!

I spent most of my childhood playing sports and video games.
I always used to play American football with my best friend
and my dad. At school I always used to enjoy recess (games)
and studies.
My life was relaxing until I moved to Hyderabad. When my
family and I moved I freaked out because I had no friends
and had no idea how my lifestyle would change. When school
started I was so scared because I had no clue how my new
school would be like and I even cried a few times but I got
used to it and eventually I had the best friends in the world.
At this point I had moved into a new house which was a huge
advancement in my life.
I really started to do my work seriously and had a lot of fun
while doing it. After one year we moved into a new house and
I really liked. One of my best friends lived in my colony which
made me even happier. I joined DRSIS shortly after.
DRSIS is an amazing school , with amazing teachers, and
friends. I really hope I can achieve great things in this school.

Adithya Bogarapu, VI
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Childhood

K. Sahasra, VI

Everyone likes their childhood and of course wishes to go back there.
We all have many sweet memories in our childhood days. We always
spent most of our time in playing and watching television. We were
very naughty and had done many naughty things in our childhood.
Even I had done some naughty things. One day my father was going
out, at that time I was 4years old and was very much fond of going
out and I requested my father to take me, but he refused to do so.
I was going behind him and my family members didn’t notice it and
went into the house. After following him for some time I was tired
and sat near a sweet corn shop and ate some sweet corn, then
my family members started searching for me. After some time, one
of my relatives found me and took me into the house. My parents
remember this funny incident till now.
We had a wonderful and beautiful childhood. We used to have more
fun with our siblings, with whom we mostly quarrelled for everything.
We never gave importance to those silly quarrels and always enjoyed
them! Childhood memories are treasure to everyone; it is very hard
to forget them.
“I am never going to forget my special childhood in my life.” “I
am grateful to god that he gave me such a wonderful childhood
memories.”
•
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My Edible Passion

- Harsha Madireddy, XII

Food for me is a multi-sensory experience; the smell, the look, the sounds,
the textures and the taste, all contribute towards the experience. It’s
interesting, mysterious, exciting and most importantly, nostalgic. It brings
back sweet memories of your childhood with your family and friends.
Food is my greatest passion, it drives me to discover new things, learn
about them, taste them and cook them. It is never boring; there are so
many new ingredients, techniques and cuisines to try.
Food takes you on a journey of traditions, cultures and the history of its
origin. I think the best way to know a place is through its cuisine. Whenever
I travel, I always explore the local food and culture. Food connects people,
it is a universal language. It has the history and essence of a place. It is
the core of a society.
It has been my dream since I was 13 years old to become a Michelin
Starred Chef. My travels and people I meet inspire my cooking. I learned
to cook by watching others cook; I think it’s the best way to learn, it
gives you perfect insight. Creating a recipe is an intellectual gesture that
involves ingredients, technique and memory; you compress everything in
the bites of edible culture that has the flavour of your passions. Cooking
is a creative art. It is an expression of yourself. A recipe has no soul; it
is the cook who adds soul to the recipe. Cooking is a philosophy of the
cook.

Psychological Misconceptions
Depression is defined as a state of low mood and aversion to
activities that can affect a person’s thoughts, behaviour, feelings,
and sense of well being. Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder (OCD)
is an anxiety disorder which is characterised by unwanted and
repeated thoughts, feelings (obsessions), and behaviours that
drive them to do something over and over (compulsions). A
common example of OCD is when a person repeatedly washes
their hands and keeps everything in exact and precise order.
Serious Psychological terms are wrongly used in everyday
situations. Another example is when someone acts silly, they are
called a retard, which is supposedly an insult. In reality, calling
someone a retard is actually offensive to those people who are
mentally retarded.
We live in a world where people are becoming more informative
than ignorant. However, I see no light being shone on mental
disorders. They are very serious and should stop being used as
adjectives. So the next time you see someone who is unhappy,
don’t ask them why they’re depressed, ask them why they’re
sad.

- Sanam Kumar, XII

D. Jahnnavi Reddy, IBDP-1

Origin of Dance
Dance is a type of an art that generally involves the movement of the body,
usually rhythmic and to the music performed in many different cultures and used
as a form of expression. Dance served as an irreplaceable way of expressing
thought and emotion. Thousand years of innovations and evolution created
modern dance that we all enjoy today. There are many specific dances which
can be sorted into single dance styles or families of related dances.
“Dancing is tremendously beneficial in keeping us young. Dance elevates our
mood. Dance allows us to heal stress and depression. It helps us to establish
our self confidence and self discipline.

Dance in My Life

One may define dance as the movement of a person’s feet and body,
accompanied by music. To me, however, dance means more than that. Dance
is an art involving grueling practices, calluses on your feet, sore muscles,
bedazzled costumes, first-place trophies, and lots of aggressive competition. I
have been practicing dance from five.
I really enjoy dancing in my way. There are many fusions and themes in dance,
but the way we dance is the best. I have performed in many programs and
competitions while learning and enjoying my dance. There will be some
circumstances that you may stop learning dance but you can never stop doing
it. Dance comes with a feel from our body. It is also a very good exercise to
relax yourselves...
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Sustainable Development and India
Sustainable development is a process that meets
the development of present generations without
compromising the needs of the future generation.
Environmental deterioration is increasing due
to deforestation, overgrazing etc. Sustainable
development helps to keep the earth in balance.
It is the most debatable topic today. It is the
desirable end result where living conditions and
resources continue to meet the human needs
without undermining the ability and integrity of
natural systems.

Sustainable development can be achieved by
reducing global warming, eradicate poverty and
hunger, achieve universal primary education,
promote gender equality, reduce child morality,
improve maternal health, ensure environmental
sustainability and develop global partnership with
all nations.

To promote sustainability we need to recycle,
make informed choices, grow your own garden,
minimize waste, watch your utility bills, purchase
energy efficient appliances, compact kitchen
As this concept developed, the focus has shifted waste, use public transportation more often, plant
to economic development, social development more trees and support organizations dedicated
and environmental protections for the future to sustainability.
generations. Sustainability should be viewed as
Economic development achieved so far has
humanity’s target goal of human ecosystem.
adopted techniques which have proved harmful
for the environment in which we reside in. The
The essence of this form of development is a growing population and the rate of consumption
stable relationship between human activities and are harmful for us. Careful use of resources will
the natural world. The concept of sustainable enable us to attain sustainable development.
development calls for the maintenance of
essential ecological processes, preservation of SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS THE POLICY
biodiversity with the use of sustainable species OF PEACE FOR THE FUTURE!
and ecosystems.
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- Ria Agarwal, X

“

Lessons at our school always begin
and end with questions. Answers
are just part of the journey, they are
never the destination we settle for.

”

Mr Sunil Tiwari,
Facilitator

- Yug Doshi, IX

- Sanjana Garikijati , X

Value Education
- A Part of Curriculum in School
A recent spot of violence previously
unknown in India school makes it
incumbent on the educationists to
introduce value education effectively
in schools. Incidents of students
confronting their teacher violently
have also shown a sharp increase
in schools. Education must be value
based. Value education should be
a part of curriculum in school. But
value based education still remains a
distant dream. The result is disastrous.
The young students in school and
colleges are going astray. Some
are being reduced to mere walking
computers.

The others have become brutes.
They have started behaving like wild
animals. Both ways the development
is lopsided. It is the age of NeoConsumerism unfortunately, the
morals and minds of the youth of
guided by the forces of market.
Material prosperity has become the
only aim of life.

Will I ever…?
The endless night, a vast abyss filled with darkness. Before,
luminescent stars shone, now, blinding city lights do. Every time
a star disappears, I feel myself shudder, out of utter panic for the
world. Will the world ever be the same again?
When the mist green grass beneath me and the soft breeze kissed
my face sending a sensation of complete bliss through every part
of me. When there was complete peace and when I wasn’t afraid.
Will I ever feel that again?
When dawn, I saw the azure sky, leaving an Ombre of colors in its
wake birds soaring through the sky in a wide arc holding wriggly
worms in their beaks for the little ones, but now, all I see is pollution.
Will I ever see the earth’s true nature again?
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Young Generation:
Powerful And Smarter.
Today, people believe , drugs are one of
the most serious problems faced by the
young generation. Some are hanging out
with friends , some are being too social ,
some are getting addicted to bad things.
And the only thing today’s generation
wants is to be popular. It is not possible
to remove these mannerisms from them
without keeping in mind and respecting
the good qualities that the youth possess
– meaning their understanding, emotions
and their other noble characteristics and
qualities – thus, we must show respect to
them in these regards. On the other hand,
Instagram, Snapchat , Facebook , Twitter
and many other social media platforms
have a huge impact on our daily lives.
I myself am guilty of posting snaps on
Snapchat, because no one honestly cares
about what i am doing in my life. In fact,
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- Amisha Mohanty, IX

- Ziyad Ali, IX

How this universe works!
we see everyone’s snaps and see what
they do everyday, but do we really care?
No, we don’t, its just that we don’t want
be the one missing out and dont want be
called a NERD.All what we want is to be
cool. All the parents want their children to
become engineers , doctors , or business
tycoons , and earn money. Thirdly, The
problem with your generation…” I have
heard this phrase one too many times.
Yes, I realize there are many problems
with my generation, but the thing is,
constantly complaining about it does not
change anything.The world judges you
on the basis of your social media and the
fashion you wear because obviously we’re
the ‘today’s youth’. And, today’s youth is
smarter but just in a different way than
others.

The universe we know mainly consists of Matter, Dark
matter and Dark energy. Matter is only 5 percent of
the universe i.e. what is visible. Dark matter which
exists but can’t be observed directly is responsible
for creation of new galaxies and planets. Dark energy
which is responsible for expansion of the universe is
quite mysterious and still can’t be observed directly by
scientists. The only way dark matter can be observed is
by observing formation of new celestial bodies
There are many different theories about how the
universe actually started. There is another theory about
the multiverse, multiple different universes which makes
one think that they aren’t that special at all. Many
different universes which have different galaxies may
have planets which sustain life.
All this makes a person realize how insignificant and
unimportant they are to the universe or in fact the
multiverse. The universe is vast and we may discover
alien-life sooner than we know or they might even
come to us.

- Mithielesh, VII

- Sachi B, VII

Publicité de Belle et Belle

Mes Applications Favories
Mon application préférée est <<SWIGGY>>. Je suis gourmand. C’est une
application qui livre la nourriture chez-nous avec un clic. C’est génial.
Une autre application est <<OLA>> où nous pouvons aller à notre point
de destination avec aise. Il y a beaucoup d’offres et aussi une très bonne
fonction de covoiturage qui aide l’environnement.

Publicité référée

-Sanjit Kaila, VII

La publicité se concentre sur les crèmes de beauté qui peuvent rendre
la complexion d’une personne belle. La publicité indique qu’après avoir
utilisé ce produit, votre peau deviendra belle.
Personnellement, je pense que cette publicité est discriminatoire. Au lieu
de rendre des gens heureux ou à l’aise avec eux-mêmes, ils se sentent
malheureux, in attractifs et mécontents. Cela affecterait les adolescents,
certains pourraient trouver socialement difficile de s’intégrer, certains
pourraient se sentir rejetés à cause de leur apparence et cela pourrait
mener à la dépression et à la frustration.
La publicité aurait dû se concentrer sur prendre soin de notre peau et
pas de couleur de notre peau.

J’ai aime la publicité naturelle de <B> parce qu’elle parle des
points positifs de jus.
Le jus est fait à partir de fruits naturels.
Il a beaucoup de vitamines qui le rendent très nutritif.
Le jus n’a pas de colorant alimentaire.
Le jus est disponible en plus de fruits savoureux.
La boisson est également conseillée par des médecins.
Donc vous devriez aussi essayer B la prochaine fois.

- Sathwik, VII

Ma Planète Préférée
Ma planète préférée est Saturne car elle a une belle bague. C’est la
deuxième plus grande planète du système solaire. J’aimerais y vivre,
mais il n’y a pas de vie là.
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Victor Hugo est un poète, dramaturge, prosateur
et dessinateur romantique français, né à Besançon
le 26 février 1802 et mort le 22 mai 1885 à Paris.
Il est considéré comme l’un des plus importants
écrivains de langue française

Les Grands Écrivains
Français et Leurs
Œuvres
- Divyamshu Surabhi, IBDP-1

Œuvres réputées:
• Notre-Dame de Paris, 1831
• Les Misérables, 1862
• Les Travailleurs de la mer, 1866
Émile Zola est un écrivain et journaliste français,
né le 2 avril 1840 à Paris, où il est mort le 29
septembre 1902. Considéré comme le chef de file
du naturalisme, c’est l’un des romanciers français
les plus populaires, les plus publiés, traduits et
commentés au monde. Ses romans ont connu de
très nombreuses adaptations au cinéma et à la
télévision
Œuvres réputées:
• L’Assommoir (1876)
• Nana (1879)
• Germinal (1885)
François-Marie Arouet, dit Voltaire, né le 21
novembre 1694 à Paris, ville où il est mort le 30
mai 1778 (à 83 ans), est un écrivain et philosophe
français qui a marqué le XVIIIe siècle.
Représentant le plus connu de la philosophie
des Lumières, anglomane, il est à son époque le
chef de file du parti philosophique, et sera avant
la Révolution française et pendant le début du
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XIXe siècle le philosophe préféré de la bourgeoisie
libérale.
Œuvres réputées:
• Candide ou l’Optimisme (1759)
• Zadig ou la Destinée (1748)
• Lettres philosophiques (1734)
• Dictionnaire philosophique (1764)
Jean-Baptiste Poquelin, dit Molière, est un comédien
et dramaturge français, baptisé le 15 janvier 1622 à
Paris et mort le 17 février 1673 à Paris.
Œuvres réputées:
• L’École des femmes, 1662
• Le Malade imaginaire, 1673
• Le Bourgeois gentilhomme, 1670
Alexandre Dumas (dit aussi Alexandre Dumas
père) est un écrivain français né le 24 juillet 1802
à Villers-Cotterêts (Aisne) et mort le 5 décembre
1870 à Puys, près de Dieppe (Seine-Maritime.
Proche des romantiques et tourné vers le théâtre,
Alexandre Dumas écrit d’abord un vaudeville à
succès et des drames historiques.
Œuvres réputées:
• Le Comte de Monte-Cristo,
• Les Trois Mousquetaires,
• La Reine Margot,
• Vingt ans après,
• La Dame de Monsoreau

Acros-Tricks!
- Anna Dhar

Acrostic Poems are tricky, but our
middle school students have plenty
of tricks up their sleeve, to get them
right, here’s a selection of some of
their work for you to enjoy.

Ultimately
U nlike the word ‘immediately’;
L iberty, doesn’t come instantly’
T o be free;
I sn’t that easy.
M oment by moment; the
A ftermath can be potent.
T he final investigation;
E xamination or inspection.
L Living a life full of freedom;
Y Yet a little fearsome.

- Nishanth Gudala, VII

Fireworks
F laming torches in the sky
I g g the bright flames
R ed like fire
E veryone having fun
W hirling, twirling
O n the ground or in the air
R ockets rushing to the sky
K eep your pets indoors because
S ound comes in really loud bangs
Muse•

203

Haiku
Inspired the original form of
Japanese poetry, our students give
Haiku a modern twist!

Nayan Agarwal, VII
Kids are our future
Help to make their future bright
get a better sight.

- Nishanth Gudala, VII
We the part of life
We the futuristic gems
We must always shine

Chirag Agarwal, VII
Water is like time
no one can hold it or
control it.
•

204

Muse

Mithielesh, VII
The time is useful.
Time is always so precious.
We can’t bring time back.

Vibhi Jain, VII
In the big garden
Stands alone huge white snowman
Watching the people.

Pranav, VII

Meghana Chittineni, VII
The moon shines so bright
Pleasant silent envelopes
As the sky turns dark.

Tanishka Arcot, VII
Music has power
To control ones emotion
And make free one’s mind.

Mild winter moonlight.
A worm burrows silently
Into the cold earth.

Bhavesh, VII
Get strength, confidence
By every step you take in
To become fearless.

Nagbhushan Patil

I had a red pen
Now, it is in a dark den
And it hit a hen

Water is to play
It is cleaner than soft clay
It dries during day

Sanjit

Sathvik
All know Stampy Cat
With 8 million subscribers
Who enjoys his cake

Rudra
Pouring down the rain
flowing fast the insane drain
make all wet again

The river is blue.
It is always in motion.
It is full of life.

Gandra Varshik Rao
I saw a black cat
Which turned into a vampire
In front of my eyes

Kamya

Vaishnav
Courage can be seen
As towering oaks in storms
No blossom is bloomed

Song adds to beauty
New thoughts are being expressed
Make our minds fresh.

Jatin

Tisha Modi
Oh beautiful sea!
your waves are soft and salty
crash to be reborn

Karthik Reddy Inukollu

Water is precious
With a life giving substance
Need to value it

Chapala Ruthvik Reddy
Diamond is a gem
You can hide it in a well
Hiding is hell
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A World Of
Peace
Poetry
Post!

The stars give me light,
It shines so bright.
The place I live is hilly,
And my name is silly.
No one will be my friend,
But the nature.
I will live in a world of peace

S Vardha Kheny, VI

My Dream
My dream is to be fighter pilot
And if I was, I would
Save the country from the enemies
My dream is to be a artist
And if I was, I would

Paint or draw many beautiful paintings /drawings
My dream is to be a doctor
And if I was, I would
Help many people and save them
My dream is to be a architect engineer
And if I was, I would
Build large mansion and build a school for poor people.
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Ria Erramilli, IBDP 2

Sintoníaa
Sincero el paisaje
sin fotografías
sin planear el viaje
sin contar los días
Sintiendo la brisa
sin ninguna prisa
sin complicaciones
sin evitar emociones
Singular y natural
sin obligar ni forzar
sin pensar mal
sin dejar de amar

Tears
of
Joy
Shaan Rai , VIII

Neelam, V
Tears of joy came,
When I helped the old man
The one with trembling hands
And a withering body
First to the sky,
And then down again
And though we didn’t really fly
The heart did, and it was mine
Something inexplicable
Something beautiful
Like I had won
Had helped like a son
What happened that day is a mystery
Yet it has always occured in the history
He thanked me, not that I needed it
Because I knew in my heart
And it reflected in my eyes
Tears came down
Not of grief, nor of frown
Tears of joy came,
When I helped the man,
The one with the trembling hands,
And a withering body.

La Roasa
Un girasol para mi amor
unos crisantemos para que nos juntemos
Harshil, IBDP 2
una margarita para mi amiga
y una rosa para mi Diosa
que eres tú...

Querido
Amigo
Mío Tú Que
Estás

Shashank, IBDP 2
Querido amigo mío
tú que estás siempre conmigo
quiero decirte que te quiero
y que tu amistad no se compra con dinero

Te Quiero Sin Mirar Atrás

Niharika, IBDP 2

Te quiero como para leerte cada noche,
como mi libro favorito quiero leerte,
linea tras linea, letra por letra,
espacio por espacio…

Aquí Por Ti
El pasado no se puede deshacer u olvidar
El futuro es todo a lo que podemos aspirar
Desaría haber estado a tu lado
Todas las veces que has llorado
De corazón te digo que es verdad:
Siento mucho lo que has batallado
Pero sola otra vez no estarás
Y la felicidad seguro encontrarás
Tus sueños se verán cumplidos
Y yo podré disfrutarlos contigo.

Rahul, IBDP 2
Anna, VIII

Mi Maestro

Es maestro quien te da la confianza,
aquel que el saber puede transmitir,
te brinda enseña con la esperanza
de a un mejor futuro contribuir
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Solo Tu
Solo tu me comprendes
Abhinav, IBDP 2
Solo tu me apoyas
Solo tu me quieres
Solo tu me respetas
Eres mi mágico mundo
Cuando no despierto
Es todo cariñoso y lindo
En tan sólo un momento

Les Feuilles Mortes
Tombent, tombent les feuilles rousses,
J’entends la pluie sur la mousse.
Tombent, tombent les feuilles molles,
J’entends le vent qui s’envole.
Tombent, tombent les feuilles d’or,
J’entends l’été qui s’endort.
Tombent, tombent les feuilles mortes,
J’entends l’hiver à ma porte.

La Poeme
La neige
Regardez la neige qui danse Kanak, X
Derrière le carreau ferme.
Qui là-haut peut bien s’amuser
A déchirer le ciel immense
En petits morceaux de papiers ?

Une chanson « Sage »
Tejas T C, V
Je suis sage ||2||
À ma place||2||
Les mains sur la table ||2||
Je ne bouge plus ||2||
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Pranaya, X

Pour Maman
Maman je t’aime
Quand j’ai peur,
Je prends ta main,
Et sur mon cœur,
Entre la lumière !
Quand j’ai mal,
Tu prends mes larmes,
Et dans mon âme
Je n’ai plus mal !
Maman, je t’aime !
Tout simplement.

Ram Karthik, X

“

Our students write, speak and dream in different
languages! With every language we learn, we also
learn new ways of thinking!

”

Ms Shailaja,
Learning Support Specialist

Free Hand

Harshith
Konda, VII

Badhavath
Thanmai Sri, VI

Arrnesh
Amaram, IV

Harshitha
Bairi , V

Ink and colour find form in
the hands of our students,
who let their imagination
take them places…

Akhil Varun Varma
Kalidindi, VI

Amulya Varsha
Devlapalli , VIII

Bhuvan
Sidharth, VI

Harismita
Karunakaran , V
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Kushal
Choudhary Par, IX

Brandon Li Hui
Chaing, VIII

Kajal
Reddy IX

Jatin
Chintalapudi, VII

Earvi
Mrenalini , III

K. Siddhartha
Roy , IX

Kishore Gupota
Belidhe, IX

Kimtee
Shruthi, IX

Kajal Reddy
Gangumalla, IX

Leela Manvitha
Vangapandu, III

Krishna
Khetan, IX

Neelam
Choudhary, IV

Mehek
Mittal, IX

Laxmi Aditya
Mudhana, VI

N. Harini Sai,
IX

Madhulika
Rout, IX

Nithin Reddy
Kota, X

Manna Ophelia
Muthyala, III
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Neshna
Amaram, VI

Rudra Deep
Muramalla, IV

Mohammed
Mubasshir, IX

Pratham
Ranka, IX

Reshma A.V.,
IX

Ranga Reddy,
IX

Piyush Surana,
IV

Rashmika Reddy
Chintala, V

Nekkanti
Harini Sai, IX

S. Sreeshanth
Reddy, VII

Ria
Mandaokar, IX

Srishti
Agarwal, IX

Rakendu Ravi
Prakhya, V

S. Sai Sravant,
VI

Sudheeksha
Reddy, V

Sri Krishna Yadav
Bathula, X

Suhani
Rauta, V
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Vamshi Rao
Sangi 6a

Vidula
Devulapalli, V

Tanushri
Bathula, VI

Tavishi
Lohia, IV
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Tamanna
Bhunia,V

Vishesh
Vijayavargiya, IX

Taruni A.V.N,
VI

Titiksha
Mittal, V

MDN Edify Education

Leading
Young India
Ms Kavita Jain

CEO, MDN Edify Education
The DRS Group’s dream of creating a society of progressive thinking individuals has taken shape
through MDN Edify Education, the brainchild of the group’s efforts to provide affordable yet deeply
enriching and empowering education to young minds all over India.
Shaped by the vision of our esteemed Chairman Shri Dayanand Agarwal, and the able leadership
of Mr AK Agarwal & Mr Sanjay Agarwal, MDN Edify Education has witnessed exponential growth
over the years.
DRS International School is the flagship school for this ever-growing network of more than 100
innovative schools that are located across India. MDN Edify’s pan India presence spans across cities
and towns in states such as Rajasthan, Tamilnadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala,
Goa, Maharashtra, Uttrakhand, Gujarat, Bihar, Chattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Himachal
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh etc. DRSIS functions as a laboratory of sorts for these schools, with the
school generating ground-breaking research and development that translate into quality education
and governance systems as well as best practices that are then adopted by these schools in ways
that suit them.
MDN Education was emplaned by CBSE to train principals and teachers of 15,000 CBSE Schools
across the country covering 3,00,000 teachers and 30000 school leaders.
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