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Editorial

the
There’s something magical about
the moment a kite takes ﬂight
and soars into the skies. In many
ways, the kite represents the
actualization of dreams and
possibilities.
The last few months have seen
our school community come
together to actualize many such
dreams, that have been months in
the making. This edition of
‘Footprints’ is a tribute to our
students’ creative striving and
their unique ability to bring
possibilities to life.
Accolades & Achievements

perfect sync!

T

TathagatA
The Saga of Buddha

he Limca Book of Records
recognized the impressive
display of synergy shown by our
entire student community at the
Grand Finale of the Closing
Ceremony of the school’s
15th Annual Celebrations, with a
brand new record!

Accolades & Achievements

The
Summit of Success

N

othing succeeds
like success! Our
school has been
awarded the 'Future
50 Schools Shaping
Success Recognition'
as one of the Top 50
Schools in India in the
International
Curriculum segment
for preparing students
to succeed in the 21st
century. The Future
50 initiative is an
annual evaluation of
schools that
recognizes schools
that demonstrate an
outstanding level of
commitment to

Intellectual
Stimulation, Intercultural Learning,
Leadership
Opportunities,
Professional
Development, Student
Achievements,
School's Vision and
Careers & University
Admissions. It is
noteworthy that out
of the 684
participating schools,
we were among the
few that were
recognized in the
International
Curriculum Segment.

University Visit

Canada Calls!

D

RSIS organized a
University Visit to
help our senior
students gain insight
into student life and
prospects in Canada.
Mr Jeﬀ Kiyooka, from
the University of
British Columbia,
visited our school and
interacted personally
with our students in
this regard.

The interactive
visit shed light
on the various
undergraduate
courses that
University of
British Columbia
oﬀers...

University Visit

Getting down to Business!

M

anagement courses are increasingly one of the most popular
options amongst graduating students today. Representatives
from S.P. Jain School of Global Business Management visited our
campus recently to give our senior secondary students an in-depth
look into the academic programmes they oﬀer. With a presence across
four top cities across the globe, including Singapore, Dubai, Sydney
and Mumbai, the school is one of Asia's top B-schools today.
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understanding of patterns
and functions through play.
The tiny tots celebrated the
day with indoor and outdoor
games that involved the
number 100, using
pegboards, cones and
more!

100 Days of IK

Hundred Days Happier!

E

very day at our
International Kindergarten
is a day of joy and discovery!
Our little ones of the
International Kindergarten
celebrated their 100th day at
school this academic year in a
unique way with a special
assembly. They also
experienced a range of
hands-on activities that help
build number sense as well as

The games were followed
by a group formation of the
number '100'. The creative
little ones also made palm
printed posters that
explored how '100 Fingers
Can Create Magic' and an
emoticon activity that
called for a '100 Smiles'.
They also enjoyed other fun
activities like ﬁnger
painting and dabbing that
developed their ﬁne motor
skills, as part of their
celebrations.

One for the Books!

IB PYP - Inter-House One Act Play Competition

erforming Arts, including
theatre, help our students
'create' and 'respond', and
articulate themselves
creatively in the IB PYP.
Our students of Grades III to
V participated enthusiastically
in the Inter-House One Act
Play Competition.

- Albert Einstein

One Nation Reading Together

Curtain-raiser!

P

“pLAY IS THE HIGHEST FORM
OF RESEARCH.”

The competition featured a
range of thoughtful themes
such as conservation, the
importance of a balanced
diet, ideas of beauty and
the value of friendship that
reﬂect our students'
ongoing units of inquiry.

The school took its love
for reading to the next
level by participating in
the 'One Nation Reading
Together' initiative,
organized on the 3rd of
December, 2018. The
whole school community,
including the teaching,
administrative and
support staﬀ, joined our
students and schools
across the country in
celebrating reading as a
pleasurable and enriching
experience. Each class
began the reading
experience by ﬁrst taking
the reading pledge
written for the event by
the celebrated and
award-winning author,
Paro Anand.
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IB PYP - Field Trip Diaries

The Mysteries of
History!

H

The Tirthan Travelogue!
M

Aaron Jenson of IBDP 2 writes about a life-altering CAS adventure...

ere words
wouldn’t be
able to describe how
this trip has changed
my outlook on life.
Visiting Tirthan,
attempting activities
like Trekking, Stream
Walking, Bouldering,
etc and visiting the
local school taught
me importance of
collaboration.
One of the things
which was most
memorable was the
fact that in Tirthan,
people were so
unbelievably happy
and welcoming

despite not having
much. The gratitude
that the students of
the local school
showed us when
they said 'hanji' with
excitement in itself
was representative
of their joy and
delight in spending
an evening with us.
Seeing the smile on
their faces, showed
me the signiﬁcance
of reaching out.
Teaching the kids at
this school, was very
diﬃcult especially
because I did not
know how to

converse or talk in
Hindi. But with the
help of a few words
learnt here and there
I was able to teach
Origami to a few kids
around me and
transcend
boundaries.
The CAS trip to
Tirthan helped me
learn of my own
weaknesses and
strengths, and
understand how
‘other people with
their diﬀerences can
also be right’.

“the CAS trip to tirthan helped
UStranscend boundaries...”
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istory is full of
stories! Our
inquirers of Grade II
visited 'Chowmahalla
Palace' for a slice of
the past as a part of
their inquiry on how
cultural inheritance
and values can be
passed on through
'stories'.

IB PYP - Field Trip Diaries

Feel the Energy!

O

ur Grade IV
students extended
their exploration of
‘energy in its diﬀerent
forms’ in a ﬁeld trip to
Birla Science Museum.
Hands-on experiences
based on electricity,
magnetism, vibration,
sound, & electronics
inspired them to
inquire more. The ﬁeld
trip developed their
research skills by
provoking them to
formulate questions,
observe & organize
data.

IB PYP - Field Trip Diaries

Reaching out with 'Grace'!

O

ur students of Grade
V visited the Grace
Homes Orphanage where
they interacted with the
children there and shared
with them the importance
of exercising our rights
and following our duties.
The visit was an extension
of their current unit of
inquiry and helped
students ‘take action’. The

visit was also a great
opportunity for our
students to spend some
quality time with them and
learn the life-lessons the
children had to share. In a
caring gesture, our
students invited the
children of Grace Homes
Orphanage to be a part of
the Children's Day Fiesta
held in our school.

the trip built
collaboration and
a sense of community
wildnerness survival
and navigation.

Educational Adventure Trip

Campsite Chronicles!

Destination ʻDharmashalaʼ put our
secondary studentsʼ endurance to the
test and brought them closer together...

T

here's nothing
like a getaway
to refresh our
spirits! Our
secondary students
and faculty enjoyed
a welcome break
from routine in an
adventure trip

organized for them
over the Autumn
Break at
destination,
'Dharmashala'.
Dharmashala was a
whiﬀ of fresh air for
our students who
experienced the

thrill of adventure
through a range of
adventurous
activities that
included rapelling,
rafting, streamwalking, zip-lining
and the tyrolean
traverse.
The trip also put our
students' endurance
to the test with ﬁrsthand experiences of

The trip also had many
avenues for
exploration. Trekking,
backpacking and
cycling proved to be
experiences that
helped our students to
get to know the
hill-side ﬁrst-hand.
The night-outs were
deﬁnitely the most
thrilling aspect of the
trip and made for many
moments of friendship
and camaraderie.
The team building
activities also fostered
collaboration and a
sense of community.
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16th Annual Celebrations

awards galore!
The evening saw
the school revisit
its milestones of
the academic
year 2018-19
through the
Annual Reportʻthe Mindscape
of the Schoolʼ.
Achievers across
various domains
such as
academics,
sports and
cultural arenas
were felicitated
by the guests of
honour, Mr Navin
Mittal (IAS), Dr
C. N. Gopinatha
Reddy (IPS) and
our Chairman,
Shri Dayanand
Agarwal for their
outstanding
achievements.

collaboration
takes centre-stage

talents under one umbrella.
Notable dignitaries including Mr
Navin Mittal (IAS), Dr C.N.
Gopinatha Reddy (IPS) and our
esteemed Chairman Shri
Dayanand Agarwal graced the
event.

trail-blazing performances &
displays stole the spotlight at
our 16th annual celebrations
DRS International School
celebrated the most-awaited
event of its cultural calendar,
the 16th Annual Celebrations,
with a cultural extravaganza on
the 21st of December, 2018.
This year's celebrations cast
the spotlight on the school's
ability to come together to
converge myriad abilities and
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'Tathagata', a grand dancedrama production outlining the
saga of Buddha's life was the
highlight of the cultural evening
and saw student-performers of
all ages take centre-stage. The
production poignantly portrayed
Siddhartha's inner conﬂict,
awakening and transformation
through a series of powerful
scenes and masterfully
choreographed dances that
wowed attendees. The eclectic
fusion of classical,
contemporary and mimetic
styles was well-received by the
audience.

each dance was
‘a story within
a story...’
the saga of buddharetold through dance...

A story within a story- thatʼs
how each dance in
ʻTathagathaʼ can be best
described. Intricate formations
and soulful steps brought
Buddhaʼs inner journey to life.
The Grand Finale saw the
school community converge
yet again to share Buddhaʼs
message of transformation.

striking the right
note!
The Live Band, Choir and
Orchestra added charm and
vibrancy to the proceedings
with a series of stunning
musical performances that
showcased their technique,
ﬁnesse and ﬂair for music.
Each performance was a
feat of coordination,
synchrony and truly
transported the audience to
far-away lands.

... Magic at Midnight

'Melange', a musical staged
by the IK and Grades 1 & 2
was a creative adaptation of
the classic 'Cinderella', with
many a twist in the tale, that
showcased the spirit of
inter-cultural understanding
through dances from around
the world. The musical by
the little ones showed how
true friendship can
overcome our diﬀerences.

...visual storytelling

'Divergence', featured photo
exhibits that brought themes
such as 'Synergy',
'Manouever' and 'Essence' to
life with vibrant and thoughtprovoking images that
captured the essence of life
at the campus. Curated by
our student community, the
exhibition invited viewers to
look at the school through
the eyes of the camera lens.
7

Children’s Day Celebrations

A Fun-filled fête!

Social outreach and a renewed commitment to service, helped our students make this
yearʼs Childrenʼs Day Celebrations even more meaningful...

Children's Day is perhaps
one of the most anticipated
celebrations of the year.
This year, was no diﬀerent
as we celebrated the spirit
of childhood with a funﬁlled fête and a day of joy.
The celebrations were
ﬂagged oﬀ with a special
morning assembly lovingly
put together by our talented

the day saw the school
community come together
to enjoy a fiesta like no
other. with a wide array of
stalls & booths, there was
plenty to choose from.

community come together
to enjoy a ﬁesta like no
other. With a wide array of
food stalls and game
booths, there was plenty to
choose from. A lucky draw
added a special twist to the
proceedings of the day. Our
team of teachers. The
students also ensured that
assembly featured an
amusing news segment, and their celebrations were
meaningful, by taking
special dance and musical
performances that delighted socially responsible action.
The students of IB DP
the children.
The day also saw the school created paper products with
Secondary Wing: Field Trip Diaries

Out of this World!

Our Grade IX students
paid a visit to the
'National Remote
Sensing Centre Outreach Facility,
Jeedimetla' on 20th
November 2018, as part
of their exploration of
satellites and their
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functioning.
An informative talk
delivered by Dr. T.
Srinivasa Prasad and
other scientists shed
light on the design and
applications of satellites
and inspired our
students to learn more!

origami, and gave the
proceeds of their sale to
support the local
government school. The
Humane Club and the
Interact Club collected
contributions including food,
toiletries, stationery, toys
and sports goods which
were later donated by them
to children at the orphanage
'Thara'.All in all, the day
made every child feel
special and cared for!

Secondary Wing: Inter-House Quiz

Trivia Buffs!

IB PYP - International Food Festival

Celebrating
Culinary Cultures!
They say you have to taste a culture to
understand it. Our curious IB PYP students
travelled the world through ﬂavours...
The IB PYP Wing
hosted the International
Food Festival 2018
with a celebration of
cultural diversity, with
students exploring the
culinary cultures of
diﬀerent countries.
A variety of cuisines
including Indian and
Italian, North American,
South American,
Chinese, African,
Continental cuisines
etc. were the centre of
attraction at the
festival.
Mouth watering
delights from around
the world including
soups, salads,
dimsums, desserts,
pies, pancakes, rice,
rolls and noodles

The Inter-House Quiz
Competition conducted in the
secondary wing saw our
students of Grade XI and XII
take part in a series of
versatile rounds such as
Science, Current Aﬀairs,
Literature, Sports and 'Guess
Who' that put their general
knowledge to the test.
An interesting twist to the
proceedings was that
students could wager their
points. This move deﬁnitely
added intensity to the
competition.

among others, were
beautifully presented
and served to
attendees.
Our students wore
traditional attire native
to the culture of the
dish they had chosen,
and also went to great
lengths to adorn their
stalls with curios and
artefacts that
represented the
culinary culture they
were drawing on.
The International Food
Festival was certainly a
collaborative culinary
adventure that helped
our students appreciate
cultural diversity and
develop openmindedness.

Despite the diﬃculty levels,
our determined students
managed to answer the
questions perfectly and
proved their mettle.
The audience not only
cheered for their respective
houses but also showed
equal enthusiasm and
actively engaged with the
questions passed to them.
Overall, the neck-to-neck
competition ended with two
houses winning the second
position.
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IB PYP - End of Unit Exhibitions

Showcasing Learning!
The End of Unit Exhibitions held recently helped
students showcase, demonstrate and share their
learning with the entire learning community!
Exhibitions in the IB PYP are the culmination of
students' learning journeys and their development
of knowledge, concepts and skills. Our IK, Grade I
and II students celebrated their learning and
progress through End of Unit Exhibitions.
Under the transdisciplinary theme 'Sharing the
Planet', our curious inquirers of Grade I reﬂected
their understanding of their unit of inquiry on
plants. Interactive displays, models and live
exhibits of saplings and plants invited visitors to
engage our little ones in conversations. Students
were thrilled to share their knowledge of parts of
diﬀerent types of plants, their variability, their uses
and their signiﬁcance for other living beings.
There's more to stories than just a good plot twist!
Our thinkers of Grade II creatively explored the
central idea 'cultural inheritance and values can be
passed on through stories', as part of the
transpdisciplinary theme 'How We Express
Ourselves'. They presented their ﬁndings and ideas
with vibrant posters and displays that examined
the elements, types and importance of stories.

lEARNING EXPERIENCES IN THE IB PYP PROVOKE
STUDENTS TO REFLECT ON THEIR LEARNING WITH
OTHERS AND TAKE MEANINGFUL ACTION...

Accolades & Achievements

The Queen of Ice!

Congratulations are in order
yet again for Kavya Shah of
Grade IX who won a Gold
medal in Synchronized Skating,
two Silver medals in the
categories of Pair Ice Dance
and Pair Artistic Skate
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Competition & one Bronze
medal in the Solo Competition
at the 15th National Ice Figure
Skate Championship 2018 held
at Iskate Ambience mall, Delhi.
Hats oﬀ to Kavya for yet
another impressive milestone!

dolor hfgfgh
jghhjghjgfhfgn
cbmbnmnm

at drs international school,
every student has a learning
story to tell...
Our little ones of the IK also
enjoyed sharing their learning
adventures through the
transdisciplinary themes
ʻSharing the Planetʼ, ʻWhere
We are in Place and Timeʼ and
ʻHow the World Worksʼ. The
exhibition helped the students
reﬂect on their learning and
take the ﬁrst steps towards
action.
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United Nations Day

Resource Parent Visit

For the World of Tomorrow!

In Full Bloom!

he United Nations Organization has played a crucial role
in ushering in the era of sustainability we now live in. On
the 24th of October, our students celebrated UN Day by
highlighting the aims of the UNO and by beautifully
presenting each of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
set out by the UN to help us transform the world.
The speakers urged the gathering to take steps to take
these ʻGlobal Goalsʼ further, emphasizing the fact that each
individual step, however small and seemingly insigniﬁcant,
can contribute to making the world a better place tomorrow.
The presentation also underlined the importance of making
a diﬀerence by strengthening our local communities.

E

T

very ﬂower has its own
story of growth! As part
of their inquiry on living
things, the students of Grade
III enjoyed an interactive
session by Ms Fahmida
Begum, a member of our
parent community. The
session further stimulated
our students' curiosity about
the forms and functions of
diﬀerent parts of a ﬂower and
pollination. Many inquisitive
questions, and discussions
paved way for new insights .

IB PYP - Field Trip Diaries
Experiential Learning

Bringing History to Life!

T

he best lessons always explore concepts in
unforgettable ways! Our Grade IX students enjoyed a
social science lesson that helped them develop a deeper
understanding of the Bastar Rebellion. A role-play helped
them reconstruct how the tribals mobilised themselves to
raise a rebellion against exploitative British laws. The
students were divided into groups of tribals and troops, and
they got the opportunity to see how the strategies of both
sides played out to change the course of history.
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Modes of Media!
Our ʻcommunicatorsʼ of
Grade III recently went on
a ﬁeld trip to Saradhi
Studios. The visit
encouraged our students
to explore about diﬀerent
types of media, especially
audio equipment and
their recording
applications in
communication.

IB PYP - Spelling Bee

spelling it
out!
D

RSIS ﬁrmly
believes that
language skills are
most eﬀectively
developed in
meaningful contexts
and through joyful
learning experiences.
Our IB PYP Wing
recently hosted a one
of a kind Spelling
Bee, that encouraged

students to
communicate through
meaningful writing
and interactive tasks.
Rounds such as
'Misspelt Words',
'Guess the Word',
'Jumbled Words' and
'Spellathon' gave
learning spellings a
meaningful and fun
twist!

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

come rain or shine!

U

nderstanding how the world works has
always been a mystery our students
are eager to solve. Our students of Grade
VI were taken on an exciting ﬁeld trip to the
Meteorological Department of Telangana
on 15th November 2018. The students
inquired about the workings of diﬀerent
instruments and their properties at the
observatory such as the Doppler Weather
Radar, Evaporator Meter etc. They also
explored the automated weather station
and drew distinctions between ʻclimateʼ,
ʻweatherʼ & their many parameters.

Accolades & Achievements

Gold & Glory!

N

ischal Kalaskar of Grade X made us proud by bagging a gold
medal at the 200m race in the 'Sports for All' Championship
Hyderabad, 2018-19.
The Sports for All Championship, popularly known as SFA is an interschool championship that encourages young athletes with
opportunities to participate, compete and grow through competitions.
Kudos to Nischal on such a stellar achievement!
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Colour of The Month

Celebrating the Colour of Creativity!

P

urple is the
colour that
represents the
possibilities of the
future, our limitless
creativity and scope
for dreams. Our little
thinkers of the
International
Kindergarten
celebrated this
unique colour with

joy and delight on
the 29th of
November, 2018.
Besides inquiring
about purple,
identifying and
exploring the
colour's signiﬁcance
in a range of
contexts and
textures, our
enthusiastic

students also
enjoyed their Game
of the Month, 'Reach
the Height' to make
the day even more
special! The little
ones also enjoyed
reading the story
‘Purple Wurple’.
Could learning about
colours be any more
fun?
Experiential Learning

When Inquiry
Meets Art

A

s a part of their
inquiry about
Plants, Grade-1
students enjoyed a
pattern making activity
with vegetable printing
and a vibrant mix of
colours! The activity
helped them explore
the close relationship
between nature and
culture.

Secondary Wing - Field Trip Diaries

products, processes and more!

O

ur Grade VII students visited Masqati
Dairy Farm to better understand the
nuances of production and marketing, as
well as the multiple stages products
undergo before they enter the market.
Students explored how these processes
help customers in better associating with
products and the brand value of the
company. Our students were inquisitive
about the processes involved and their
correlation to the quality of the products.
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Experiential Learning

the miracle of life!

A

bstract concepts
always take on new
meaning through handson learning engagements
at DRSIS. Our Grade X
IGCSE students gained
new insights into their unit
on ‘Pregnancy &
Childbirth’ through a
unique learning
experience. The students
created innovative dough
models with intricate

details that helped them
develop a clearer
understanding of the
diﬀerent tissue layers,
their placement and their
functions during the
gestation period. The
activity helped students
better understand the
complex inner workings of
the human body and their
signiﬁcance in an
innovative way.

Accolades & Achievements

IB DP - TOK Day

Smooth Sailing!

Making Sense!

S

ree Ved Soma of
Grade VII made
waves in the YAI
National Sailing
Championship,
Chennai. He stood 37
among 69 sailors in the
junior category which
was a noteworthy feat.
His standing 10th in
one of the races was
the highlights of this
regatta!

H

ow reliable is
our sense
perception? Our
students of the IB
Diploma Programme
collaboratively
'made sense' of this
question through a
series of
experiences
including an
interactive gallery
walk, an open

philosopher's chairs
discussion, a
blindfold dance
performance and a
play about interdisciplinarity as part
of their Theory of
Knowledge Day
Celebrations!
The event
encouraged the
school community
to think critically

about ʻhow we know
what we knowʼ and
celebrated a wide
spectrum of
perspectives
through dialogue
and debate about
the nature of
knowledge as well
the limitations and
the strengths of
sense perception as
a Way of Knowing.
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Professional Development

Back to the Basics!

T

he International Kindergarten at
DRSIS is a special place where
children acquire and master their
basic motor skills. A few facilitators
from the IB PYP Wing, attended a
workshop on motor skills learning in
the Early Years, held on the 26th and
27th of November, 2018. The
workshop explored basic motor skills
such as reaction, balance, rhythm,
orientation and diﬀerentiation in
depth and also discussed how
teachers could also plan for
interactive learning experiences that
integrated these skills with tasks
requiring hand-eye coordination and
physical activity.
Outreach by DRSIS Interact Club

'Thara'- A Safe Haven!

040 - 23792123 - 26
www.drsinternational.com
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